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L The Defeg f this Narrative propoſe 2d, and the Reaſons 
_ fer it. . I. Antonia Bourignon arrogates to her ſelf 
_— extraordinary and y & Sanitity far above all 
others. ,1I' 4 vaſt comprebenſrve Knowledge of al 
things, Natural and Divine, above Fathers, Prophets, 
pos. 4 poſes IV. The knowledge of the moſt Secres 


- Things, 


2-1 
Things, and of Matters of Fat, at the greateſt di- 
- ſtance, V, Without Reading, Study, Meditation, 
- Converſation, or other Flumane Means, VI. She 
ſometimes pretends fo the Inſpiration both of Mat- 
ter. and Expreſſion,..and. ſometime, only. to the Sub- 
"Rance and Matter. VII. She ere a kind of Union 
"with God, VIII. That ſheis ſent with new and full 
Light-to Convert the-World, to Renew and Perfett 
the Church, and is the laſt Grace that Men are to 
 expeft, IX, Some Remarks upon what has been ſaid. 
Prophecies and Figyres in Scripture. Chriſt a Type 
of Antonia Bourignon.' - RX. She is the Mother of all 
that ſhall be Converted unto God ; and had real Pangs, 
when any were Converted by her means. XI. It is 
uſual with Tmpoſtors, and; Deluded Perſons, to Ape ri- 
diculouſly what they.read in Scripture. XII. The Pre- 
tences areitoo great. to be raſhly admitted. XI. How 
they are to be Refuted, 


N. the-former Narrative, I ſhewed \the Charaer 
of Antoyea' Bourignon by her Diſciples. © Il this 
T intend to; ſet down; her own Pretences, in her 
own Words, without adding to them, or dimi- 

niſhing from them, - or curtailing any Paſſage which 

may. be neceflary to qualifie. the meaning of them ; 
ſo that the moſt Nice and Inquiſitive may receive full 

SatisfaRtion in this. Matter, without. giving . them- 

ſelves the trouble of running over the ſeveral Volumes 

of her Writings: And for a Proof of my Honeſty 
and Faithfulneſs, I will give, -in the Margin; the 
places-from whence "my Account 's' taken, that the 

Doubtful may inform- themſelves, whether-'I ſpeak 

Fruth"-or .not.. Afterwards; -T\ purpoſe''to' Examine 

theſe: Pretences of > this" Woman 4o fairly, 'that' her 
ENV EA greateſt 


2. 
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greateſt Friends ſhall havenoxeaſon to complainof the 
Management, if the.Engquiry it ſel does-not'difpleaſe 
them, which I hope will not, owe declare. 
themſelves Enemies to: Tr uthcs) for;: ſificere [Friends 
ought never to be againſt a free/and! impartial En. 
quiry, becauſe this is the readieſt way:to propagate the 
Knowledge ofcit. roll noe Sided wo on 
I begantwith the former: Character; that the World 
might ſee. that Reſpe& and:;Efteem which-is paid to 
this: Woman, by'thoſe of her: Party, and particularly 
ſuch as 'had perſonal Acquaintance with her. And 
now I reſolve to fubjoin -her own Pretences, and the 
Account: ſhe! giyes of her ſelf; becauſe-I judge this 
altogether neceſſary to-a true.and ſure-Repreſentation; 
which'I had undertaken... For;commonly. the-Expreſ- 
ſions of Honour and Reſpe& which: are. paid: ito the 
Authorand Founder of a' SeQ, are carried/too high, 
and often much further than even the Vanity. of the 
Perſon himſelf could deſire, -as might bemade out by 
manifold Inſtances, amongſt;the ſeveral Se&s-both of 
Philoſophy and Religion +. Some! who only had Spirit 
and Learning ſomething'above the common ſtandard 
of their. Times, are reprefented as Infallible Men, 
and Divinely: Inſpired ; their Sentiments are. held- as 
Goſpel-Truths ;; andthe Cuſtoms which their\Pru- 
dence.or ;Neceſlity;introduced, are equalled to Divine 
Inſtitutions : . So. tliat to diſpute; the, Authority-and 
Obſervance of any of. theſe, is. thought-as Impious, - 
by unreaſonable Bigots, 'as'to oppoſe ſome clear and 
certain anna panncs God... Shetafore wecould 
not pals a'certain Jaagtnenton Madameiſele,Bourignon, 
by the Charters. of her. Diivtes, and:fond Favau- 
rites $:.020r 'was their reaſon] to)charge. her with their 
Extravagaticies,, or rather Blaſphemuts;. warn firſt 
earing 
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her ſelf, and being at*the pains to know whe- 
- ſhedid'require or confirtthoſehighthingswhich 
they ſay of her. i211 | Uk, 49/4 = [] T 1 

| But now?F muſt do: theſe Gentlemen Juſtice, and 
acknowtedge that they have not impoſed upon others, 
more than that which their Miſtreſs did impoſe upon 
them. How blameable ſoever they -tmay be,-for an 
exceſſive Fondneſs- arid Ctedality! ;- yet ! indeed: they 
deliver: nothing; but what'.is almoſt warranted .by 
her Avthority;” if that ray be- a fafficient Reaſon-for 
receiving it.” | The CharaRer' which they give her, 
is much the-:ſatne with that 'which ſhe rakes to her 
folf; and they muſt either:think fo highly: of her as 


heari 


they do, or elſe:reject her alrogertier wan Impoaſtot; 


o& «beſt as- one! firangely deladed'and:carriediaway 
witt-the Conceit:of her f&lf11-'! 1 ono ne 
.') For Firſt, ſhe arrogatests her ſelf compleat and per- 
fect Sanity, above the Prophets or Apoſtles; with- 
out 'the-alloy of Humane Paſſions and Infirmuries;-2 
Sanity which: is/next [to,. or rather theſſame with 
that of Ged!' himfelf,110R ighteauſneſs, Goodneſs, and 
Trath, if You will take her” Word for it, were diſcer- 
nible in all her 7houghts,) Words, and 4iovs ;" and ſhe 
coneewed- a-little holy Anger even. apainſt the bes 
loved Diſciple, 'MonGeur' dt Cort, becauſe his-Stupi- 
dity Yept hum ſometimes” from pereviving'ir. Toy 
kiow yotme yer, -(fuich ſhe to Nirhy,) ' and if you kuew me, 
ou ward foe in my prattice,-all the things thar [relt you 
the three Qualities, of which I have ſpoken to you, elſe 
Ffligneb Je ws rhe Broafs which Pigds cunvaris; nul has 
worhing within 4 ſelf. | T blue Femarked, That you have 
te diſcovered thele Truth ; and therefore! my Co 


ation would' be "uſeleſs to you,” aud a;gredt bindravce 
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to me & for. you. not perceiving; God in my Whuds avd 
from hearing 'God perfettly, It :is true, you de 'me no 
hurt,” when you fook upon my Actions as Humane, but 
you cannot profit by them, neon 


|"'Theireſtiof the World have:the mmferable fate to bs >. 


under anJnward Depravationand Cartuptioriof their 
Natures, which very often both enclines them to 
Evil,: and keeps them from: Godd,: even: when-they 
are ilef6 tothemſelves, and whety they havginoſwicked 
Counſel giveniunto. thim. :: But :4utovig'; Bow ignes 
was Either ./born without iSui, or: that Original Cor» 
_ ruption was:perfectly | cured in her ;-f0; that the was 
not; as others,”liable to: Sin, without External:\Temp- 
tations, and Evil: Counſel ; For: my, pert (faith! ſhe) 
Tas ſay intrath; that:cT woot remeinber'; that) {rover 
committed any: faults, but \whtn.: T havieved the: Gounſe] 
of Men, © Here there:ſeems'to be aninfurtation; that 
by: the-Counſel 'of Men, "The chad committed: ſame 
Faults ; ' but neither here,” nor any where elſe, does 
the give any Inſtances, except ſome'Levities, before 
ſhe'was Sixteen.or Eighteen'Y ears;old. --:In that ſhort 
Account'of Tereſa's Life;>which'vs befote her: Warks, 


born with .a Body of Sin 20d: Dvath, and $0: labouy . |... |: 


Ibid. P. I, 
Conf, xvi, 


P+ 92s 


and is'aid to: be writtertiby her (elf, --ſhe:complains 


much of they Sins ; and! ſeems difpleaſed''with-thole 
who required the Account. of cher Life from her, be- 
cauſe they would not:fyfter her: to mention them, But 
| Antonia Bourignon does not any where-own the|baving 

Sin z- on' the contraryg:1be:Juſtifies:every. thing: ſhe 
faid ofidid! { only upon her return, fromthe vain agd 
worldly Converſation, tr which, ſhe ' was engaged 


when 'very' young, the fays, - That -the' feared! Hell, £a vie Ex: 


- and otherJudgments for her $ins, ſo-very much, that P: 159%: 


ſhe 


{ 


[6] 
ſhe durſt not ſleep 'a nights: but. at. the fame time. 
ſhe declares," that: ſhe had never done Bvil:;1 and gives 
for a Proof of it; that every one eſteemed ard -howoured 
her ; which, perhaps, ſome will: ſcruple to admit as 
ſufficient. WESNY VA IS LORD ve 

beg, © | One 'Serrarius'| wrote! againſt her , 'and- amongſt 

P.II. Ler, xiv, other | things, he -charges ner with this, "That ſhe 

P- 115. efteemed her ſelf Tmpeccable.' To. this ſhe anſwers 
fully,- and gives Reaſons why: ſhe conld.notaſlert poſi- 

if tively an Impeccability in:this Life; becauſe [the knew 

i not but that: ſhe might ſometimesabuſe the Freefont 

il of her-Will, and withdraw ' it from: God, as ſhe:;had 

lf done formerly in 'her Youth. But though here was 

a- proper occaſion for: Penitential' Acknowledgments, 

yet'none are made, either general or particular.; nay, 

if whilſt ſhe refuſes" the: word Impeccable, ſhe plainly 
if \___ infinuvates, (that her preſent State. was: without Sin. 
| So that if: Serrarias 'hadoonly-faid, that ſbe finned not ; 
inſteadof thinking: her ſelf Zmpeccable, the would. not 
have contradi@ed him : Though even that 'be-a'/Con- 

Il tradition to 'the Scripture; which plainly faith, that 

il the moſt Juſt here ſinneth, and, that zf we ſay we 

have #6 fin, we . deceive our ſetves. _ The, Presbyterians 
wilbnotuſe the Lord 's-P rayer., and "Madainiſelle Bou- 
rign0#could' not without'Hypocriſie: for 45 they 'are 
above the'ſtateof the Apoſtles; which required Forms; 
ſo the was far above the ſtate either of: them or other 

Men, which makes it neceffary'to Pray daily, for the 

Forgiveneſs of Sins:' 7 777 307 250 wonyoongth tn 

| True Sanity, isiz Conformity tothe Will-of God ; 

l and 'this Woman' was fo mig ' guided by! it;; that 

from her 'Infancy, eſpecially after. the Sixteenth. or 

Eighteenth. Year of. her Age, ſhe never did-any.thing 

either contrary: to: itz: ot fo:muchias without-it. bl To 


, DPI 
ſhew which, is the main Deſign of thoſe 'Treatiſes; 
La Parole de Dieu, & La Vie Exterieure, which ſhe 
wrote her ſelf, So that her Adtions and Courſe of 
Life, whatever they may ſeem to be to ignorant Mor- 
tals, are yet no more cenſurable, than any thin 

done by God, whom all acknowledge both Infallible 
and Impeccable : For: He was: the Author and Ad- 
viſer of all that ſhe did ; -and whatever ſhe did, was 
by the particular Impulſe, Dire&tion and Motion of 
the Spirit of God, who lived in her, and towards 
which ſhe was entirely paſſive, as ſhe often fays, and 


as 15 frequently teſtified by the Author or Authors of- 


the Apologetical Preface, & La Vie Continue. By this 
Pretexft, both ſhe and her Diſciples juſtifie all-thoſe 
things which Men were offended at, and cenfured' in 
her; and indeed, no reaſonable ObjeQtion can be 
made, if this be true: but I ſuppoſe others, as well 


as my ſelf, will require. ſome greater Evidence than © oe 


her. or their Word. To conclude, If they muſt be 
Innocent, who will not confeſs a fault ; and Righteous, 
who boaſt themſelves to be fo ; and if all be from 
God, which is pretended : there never was any like 
Antonia Bourignon, nor near to her Perfection, which 
cannot be faid to be exceeded,” but only equalled by 
the Sanity of Jeſus Chriſt. 

In the next place, Antonia Bourignon lays claim to 


vaſt comprehenſive Knowledge of all Things, not only 


above the common ſort, but alſo beyond what can be 
aſcribed to Fathers, Prophets, or Apoſtles. Thus, 


in her Preface to the Second Part of the Light of the 


World, ſhe concludes with this Promiſe to the Reader, 


That he ſhall therein find the Wiſdom of the Holy Spirit, 
the Truth of God, and the Light of Truth, which muſt 


reach all Truth 3 the Truth of the Impartialty of Criſtian 
B 


Charity, 


IN. 
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Charity, and of the knowledge of Good and Evil, aud 


u Art: cular | the diſc erning of true Vertue, fi rom that 
ich is but apparent , and the Errours crept into Holy 


| Things, more clearly than, they've ever yet been 


diſcoyered in the World : Receive it therefore ( faith 
ſhe) as a preſent of great Value. 
Light of te The boly Fathers could not be ſo raſh as to believe that 
__ he #0 body could underſtand the Fly Scriptures farther thay 
P. P29. they ; for "I afarm, that there are depths of hidden 
Treaſure, which they cannot comprehend. Tu effet, I 
believe, that nothing has yet been underftood in a perfett 
uſe, of all the Holy Scripture, even until now, ( that is, 
until her ſelf ; ) and that likewiſe 'there is nothing ac- 
compliſbed, but the Death of Jeſus Chrift : Nevertheleſs, 
all muſt be underſtood and accompliſb'd in a perfett ſenſe, 
Fg the End of the World. 


_- - 


While ſhe was diſcourling to Monſieur de Cort, © 
tb, Conf,xovvi. Matth, xxiv. the faid, © 1 will give you that Expli- 
D022 * cation in Writing. Give me only the Text, and-I 

_ © believe you will receive great Light from it. You 
* may alſo confront it, with the Explications which 
«* the holy. Fathers have made of it. You will ſee 


© which of all wilt have the moſt perfect ſenſe. That 


© will be a ſmall Sample, which will ſhew what the 
«*-whole Piece will be. For it feems to me, that I 
* {hall be obliged, one day, to Explain all the Holy 
* Scripture in general. 

Certainly the Church is at a great loſs, by the want 
of this clear and infallible Exphcation, which might 
have faved the expence of buying, and the trouble 
of. reading {0 many other Criticks and Commentaries : 
but yet it is a thouſand. to. one, that even this would 
never have put an.end to all Doubts and Debates, ſee- 
ing. the- plaineſt Texts of Scripture do- it not, when 

Men 


/ 
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Men are contentious. And though, it the judgment 
of de Cort ; ſhe explained the holy Script ures ſo per- Narrat.l, P14. 
fedtly, that none of the holy Fathers have ſo done, not 
any body fince the Creation of the World ; yet it is mote 
than probabke, that forme would have made her Ex- 
plication & proof of the truth of St. Peter's Obferva- |, - --- 
rign, That the Unlearved and Unſtable wreft the Epiſtles 2 Pet-iii. 16. 
of Pant, as they do alſo the other Scriptures, unto their 
own deſtradt ion. 

Bur to go'on with her Pretences above the Fathers : 
Ft was nvf meefſary (faith ſhe) that the Aucient Fa: Light of the 
enough} tha they underſttod that which'Men Jad need of pn. 
then : but fince we draw- near to the Pulneſs of Time, it 
is exfiedient. for Men vow, that they learn that which muſt 


thers ſhould have the' Knowledge of all gs OED > 


fatl' out in their time. Therefore God reveals uow the 


Secrets, which he would then have to* be kept hid. —= 
Thus he thought fit to reſerve the Underſtanding: of the Page 136: 
Scriptures, tiff the neceſſary time which 75. at preſent. 

The holy Fathers could not' know then, what he would re- 


ſerve till now; and. all that they declar'd of it, by fo 


many Expoſitions and Books, was but what they could 
know by Divine Light, join'd to' their own Conceptions, og 
which were not always guided by'the Holy Spirit. 5 3009 
is true, they ſaid many" things uſeful for that time, bitt ſs. 
not' ſufficient enough to enlighten thoſe' of the preſent 
T1me. | ty | 

Writing to a:certain Door, who was ſo addited: Lumiero enTe- 
to the Fathers, that he neither would' nor could be- _ $ L. 
lieve' otherwiſe | than they: ſaid; ſhe'tells him, That 
the" Spirit of God was: now come, by her, '7s deſtroy 
the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and the Prudence' of the” Pru- 
dent, both Myſtick and” Civil. That this Spirit had 
brought ' the Perfetion of all kinds of Knowledge ;" And 


2 why 


\ 


Tbid. P..1Il 
Let. 40. 
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why therefore do you" not let go-a Part, that you may re- 
cerve the Whole compleat > | What injury is it to-the 


Holy Spirit, to compare. its full\ Light, to the dim 


Sparks which were beſtowed on the Fathers ; or to rejet 
the large Meaſure which he offers at preſent. | 


To another Doctor, who had a high eſteem for 


. St. Auguſtine, ſhe writes likewiſe, 7 agree with Au- 


ouſtine in Life, and I do look upon him as the greateſt 
Light of the Church : Tf other Doftors are Lamps and 
Candles, he 7s a Flambeau. But 7 ſay alſo, That he 


'. Fnew not the things which God will have known in theſe 


Laſt oy, and by whomſoever | he pleaſeth. He knew 


” much, 


ut ſtill he was ignorant of more ; as all. other 


' Doftors, who ought all to ſay, That the Secrets of God 


are Unſearchable, and his Wonders Incomprehenfible ; 
That they have not underſtood the Sence of the Scripture, 


But groped for it in the Dark. Why are you ſurpriſed 


Li:ht of the 
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.... at that, which they did not underſtand-> Theſe Dodtors 


of the Church would . have been moſt. glad of the Light 
which God has made to ſhine now, in that groſs. Darkneſs 
wherein we at preſent live. . Now this Light is her ſelf, 
as is evident: to every one who reads ; and the fol- 
lowing Paſſage clears it-: No body in the World has 
hitherto underſtood the Works of God ; but every one 
judges of his Works, according to their ſhort Sight : But 
now that we are arivd at the Fulneſs of Time, he give the 
knowledge of his proceedure as to Men. Tou ſhall well be 


'- .. perſuaded of this, if you take good heed to my Diſcourſe, 


and peruſe a little the holy Fathers who ſpake of the 


Grace of God, ory of all his. Works. Tou muſt confeſs, 


that the Diſcourſes of.a Child are much more clear and 

intelligible, thanall the Doftrines of theſe Great Men. 
Again, As Antonia Bourignon claims, thus a Pre- 

ference to the Fathers, whom all acknowledge to have 


been 


[ bn:-þ - 


been. fallible;-and -not 4nſpir ed extraordinarily. above 


ather. good and-learned Men; fo ſhe advances higher, 

and-ets her ſelf above the: Prophets and: Apoſtles: 7he 
' Prophets (faith ſhe) have indeed declared all that muſt 
come to paſs, even to the End of the World ; but neither 


Light of the 
World, P.T. 
Conf. xxvi. 


they themſelves, nor any others, underſtood their Sayings. P- 136, 137- 


Teſas * Chriſt himſelf declared what they had :ſaidj' by 
Patables ; not being willing to give the underſtanding of 
them, but . only tell: them ::That- they might 'adore'\the 
Marvels of God, when they ſhould ſee the things were come 
to paſs, which had been for ſo long a time foretold.. And 
when the credulous Diſciple ask'd her, if ſhe had:re- 
- ceived from God, - thoſe: Diſcoveries which had been 


fo long hid from all the. World 2 - Her "Anſwer was ; - 


Tes, Sir, 1 may ſay it,-: with. confuſion, thatit hath 
pleaſed God to communicate his Secrets. to me, whichhe 
has hid from the Wiſe and Great. of the Earth. — 


I have learned all-things, even to the 'greateſt: Myſteries 


of our Faith, and all that ſhath befall-Meny.even'to the 
Eud of the World, ' Nothing has:been conceal d-from m6: 
T know, the: Maſter-pieces of the:Works of Gods \and;the 
Accompliſhment of the boly Scriptares ; the' Re-eftabliſh- 
meiit of the holy Church, and the Reign of Jeſus. Chriſt. 
#pon' Earth ; the Alliance which he promiſed to Abraham, 


"and all the things which are; foretold by therholy (Pros © 


She confidently aſſerts, :That God: has/givenher 


the favour 7o fit: in Moſes's Chazr, and: thatſhe has ta pierre & 


don +4 


z K RETs 
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more right to it, than any of the Doors or Paſtors 7exche, v. 285. 


who now pretend to it. One Burchardus,'a.Lutheran: _ 


Divine, upbraided// her with -Pridez-and «Arrogancy, 
for ſeting her ſelt above the: Prophets, vApoſtles,! and: 
the Bleſled Virgin. - To. which 'the\madeftly: rephes; 


That. ſhe knew not well what degrees of Graces they ar- 1via,n, 290. 


raved 


L 12 } 7 
rived to, and fo.could not make a juſt Compariſon « but 
fhe knew very well, that God dwelt in-her: by. Righteoaf- 

wiſe, Trilth,: and" Love, and. that he made her frame her 

+ - Life by' the\Rule of. thoſe Vertues. Notwithſtanding 

- her Modeſty here, a little before, "Truth obliged her 

....-- to awn, that ſhe had: more of the Spirit, than the 

N. 213 Apotles : Why ' dd. theſe Preachers oy, that It 3s. a 

proud thing :in me," to - own that God has favoured me 

with:a\ clearer K — 'of- his Truths, than"ever the 

Apeſtles: bad:  mhen- the Haly Spirit ſhews it in the 

Scripture, and' that the Prophet ſaith, That God: will 

pour-out his Spirit on 'alll fleſh, Daughters andi Sons 

ſhall propheſie, and Old. Men ſhall dreams Dreams! 

I wiſh theſe Preachers woxld' tell me when theſe things 

were accompliſh before. \\Seeing the Spirit of God. is 

ſeen.inwvery.few, and\that even in the Day of Pentecoſt 

twas-poured. upon a very ſmall number, and ſo imper- 

fettly, that. the: Apoſtles themſelves did ſometimes con- 

tradiftonerauother in\Matters of Religion: For Inſtance, 

Pauli.avds Barnabas mots, kugwing howto agree, + were 

obligeeta'part; the” one' going the Way to:'Cyprus, and 

the. other to\Syria : Which is not a Proof, that.'they had 

received. the Spirit in plenty, which ſhould teach them 

| alk Truth, \ according, to the- Promiſe of Feſus Chriſt. 

Lumiere en Te- Apain, poony ofthe Knowledge of the Scriptures, 

_ Fa a ſhe ſaith, No ody has ever yet underſtood them in a 

*** perfethfenge ::thenefore even the Apoſtles ſaid," in their 

: time; We know: but in part, and propheſie in-part ; 

hut when the fulneſs of time ſhall come, we ſhall un- 
derſtand fully. - Woes 10: 

.- When: the irifes: thus high, 'it is no wonder that 

ſhe;. looks doweg: with! contempt upon others, and 

ſcorns ſor. ugh Luther,” Calvin, and. all Interpreters 

of:. the.'Sceripturez and Divines either of the Church 

| c 


& 


[ 13 ] 
of ' Rowe, 'or amongſt Proteftants. When they were 
ſometimes objeted by Monſieur de Corr, ſhe un- 
dervalues them and their Authorit 

ſhe) could ſee no farther than their ke 

bold for certain all that I telf you : 7 Ko I cannot but 
ſpeak the Truth ; and alſo they that do not follow it, to 
refit it. "Al her Books are ſtuff*d with Invedtives 
againſt all forts of Ecclefiaſticks, becauſe they 
were averſe to her Doctrine, and did oppoſe her. 
Which, 'by the bye, is a ſecret Prejudice, that 'diſ- 
poſeth many to read her Books, and to think bet- 
ter of - her :- for every - where People have ſtrong 
Inclinations ' to Conſpiracy and Rebellion apainſt the 
' Clergy and Paſtors of 'the Church ; they hear with 
pleature Libels upon: Przeffs of all "forts, which 
is: one of the Stratagerns of the great Enemy of 
Truth and Religion : but this 15 not the Phce to 
ſhew it. I will' only give one other Inſtance, to 
prove the opinion ſhe hat of her' own' Knowledge, 
and the contempt of that which" others profeſſed. 


;' Theſe (fays Ligh of th 
ht reach'd : nor Hake 
t reach'd ; but age Ripon 


© In one Moment of RecolleQion, / God-giveth me Le Timb. de1s 


* more Knowledge, than Men can acquire by Twent a Ai 
* Years Study. Many Learned Perſons have de* par. 


* clared to me, that by-two or three Hours' Con« 
© ference with me, they have learned that which'they 
© could not do by many Years Study and Specula- 
« tion. They were indeed Learned Men, but withal 
« they were Humble, who defired! to learn: from the 
* Holy Spirit, and not teach and govern it, as the- 
« Wiſe now a-days for the moſt - part do. What a 
misforturie was it, that this Woman did not keep a 
Publick School ! for ſo, how ſoon. and how cheaply 
might all have become perfect in all uſeful Sciences-? 
"Twas no matter in what part of the World ſhe had 

| kept. 


IV. 


Narrat, I. 
P» Ige 


\ 


Apolog, Pref. 
P. 27» 


kept a. Sc 


wt 80 of on Journey 
would have,b EN n well Tecompetis, 'by the ſhort ſtay 
one needed to have, .made, to-be.perfe ly Knowing, 
Seven - Hours with her, would:have complaated one, 


| better than Twenty .at:any Univerſity in Earope : 


And who would not go to either of. the Idies, to be 
iq, ſoon truly learned. ', But there's an inyidious 'Ob- 
TY That they who boaſt molt, commonly: pet- 

rm x 

"Thindly, 4 Antonia piriews pretends not only, as 
has been. faid, to all manner of Speculative Truths, 
but, allo | to. the Knowledge of all Matters of Faft, at 
Vir diſtance of Time or Place,; or how ſecret ſoever: 
This was apart of that Charadter given by de Cort ; 
and:it.is largely inſiſted on.by Monhieur Pozrer, if he 
be the Author of the Apologetical Preface & La Vie 
continue. . In the firſt,;place, it. is faid, That it was 
very.,.coumeu to, her, to know the ſtate of Souls before 

He: whether. *twas good. or. bad;; and their Invard 
Thoughts .and Diſpofitions ;; which the Author fays, is 
a. Miracle. that; the Devil cannot , counterfeit ,, and 


therefore 2 certain and undoubted. Proof of her Di- 


_. vine Miſſion : And fo perhaps it might be, if. 'twas 


14 Vie Cont, 


P- 242: 


exigent... In the. other Treatiſe, ſev eral Inſtances, are 
ren of this Miraculous Gift with which ſhe was en- 
owed. Monlieur-de Cort is faid there, © to: have 
«"25k'd her often about the Spiritual State of ſome 
&© Perſons, whom, ſhe. never faw, and who were far 
- *-from her; and ſhe return'd a. fuller and more ac- 
ate Account, than either he or the Perſons them- 

L es knew! betore ; For .iſbe.. either did, nor ſaid, 
wor. writ about; any, "thing, without -firſh laying it before 
God, who: diſcovered to. her afterwards, as *twas  ne- 
car, the Fond-'of Perſons, (l keep the Phraſe, be- 
cauie 


« printed in pug Ne wr + her one dry 
» ' Paris, who. was. ot of Bruno's Nama 56A 

© the. Ee: o Lan Carthufians,, by. calling out, of 
jo * his Co in, whe D gy. to. be. interred, Phat. he 
* Was Accus ar of he red Condemg'd, by: the-Juft 
JR ment.of God. This Thought ſeizin —_ of a 
en with A. thivering and trembling. of Body, ſhe 


« knew | GI that if-that:Perſon-was th _ dead, ſhe 
wo - was allo damned. vl :Which..rhing, alſo. happened | 
unto heck er; -who ho pa ſled: for. her Children:: I cauſe Ibid.chamill 


* that when ſhe recommended them to God, the fame e439. 


«© Tdea's and the lame. Sentiments.were.a. ſcrond. time 


* imprint n,. We. are, told,.. That, whea'.the 
WAS in Bra ants was. of her Intiznate Friends was in 
**z Voyage,. at: more than Thirty Leagues diſtance, 


© and wanting very, much Madamoiſe/e Bourignon'sIn- 
vr re with Ged;, therefore with, great. fervour 
* ſhe cried. out," 0, my, Dor, Mother, Pray\to'\God«to 
* help me! And prefer eſcntly, in that. very\moment, Ma- 
* Jamoiſelt JN 00, notwithſtanding her diſtance, 
© heard in her Cl har rol theſe vr words, as if the 


6 Fergn, had gp. 

Agreement; 6 Ar s gains Reſpet and \Ap- 
plobation + and this may. . be-one-Reaſon: why.- 4n- 
tonia Bourignon is ſo muc eſteem'd angogft = Phi- 


ladelphians, Apes by-him who. Writes t 4a ac 
of. them.: ; Tor profeſs and pretend. tothe. ſame 
wonderful | '. oh I'was £98, Thiat at. thediſtance 


betwixt 


Ibid. 


Temeinage de 


Perite, n. lt. 
PD. 187, 


Light of the 


World, P.1II. 
P- 138, 135» 


nu 


bernie: Lovidon*n 
ſt60d"*2 abt 


without Lever of Spe alto 


— whey bor male's Tngu 
account” of this ark ant Fo 
which no other.cauſe;” F fur 
that which'Monfiteur Pate p 
Eyes whidb ſee Which E:35hf," ty, 
and dim + And what Madambiſel 


faith; That phe Sou is a'th e of & 
CARER 7 "hes | ? "Ws 
Bi E: "this 


helrs's all he 
rg me. Hott FOR Yes 
oh je whowere  diſtiit boatly f T7 As 


one -is ir ned For Gb} Bb a how 2} 7B is 


We4dfal''th Be Gent hin'3' nh dine 
Fr He P Foy 7 Fo Boe, ts 
unknown” Perſons, wh \catne pur Yo "x 
which 'T Fae) fometimes' i og ans af by 
HHS I99TE aff6r! "Mhd'+ F<}, ak race. to 
thoſe" whd [ii Fnc rorrbVPortd wh $f rive it. to 
thoſe who" 86H 'Þv 5 fabour, "l Wl 4d) are Kh nearly 
united | to him. Upon which' -tirmw ef ſhe defends 
the Invocation of Sairfts'and An 
Monſieur de Ger as het, Ji,  ATa ſee by 
the'L EY: pitit, things which conf? 


Matter — "aSthe* Diponitent of the Fews, mn 


or en yo ? Ak. 0 Adi ſhe mls d, Fe; This 
i8:mman to-my Underffanding even as Divine Things 
ab wirhout wry fin, ex ch; tHat the: baths Fact 


. mare contentment 2s Coneeroing: and. —— Lo 
" 


= » OS a #.. &«. | aa «© 


C 89 } 
ing ACS eo the OY avi wajpeen ni ingh 
all et een fourety; mevertbeleſs they hine 


effesc) "46 'ſhe-goes-0n; ſhawing- he dif 


oor buen the! reffiens of pare: Spectdative 
we Beg » 4091 0Þ:Mige ears of :Fat>rle- 
ae Jo em ami mers thus: 1Zhey 


God mak Jl it, ; \that-is,, the Soul, Vet; ohe Sores, that. ts, 
the\ Fawts | and Sing/of his Peaple; more _ thai 
if ed-daily with them; even' though tt has wewver 
Seenithein by the Eyas of the Body 3 Nevertheleſs, it knows 
them better tha terwhtamatſe daily with ahem:; rides. 
cauſe the. Light of God pierees tothe bottom of Souls, and 
the, Sight-of Men perceives only outward 4bings. -There- 
fare many a8 rofrev deceived; and itake what: i6 falſe 
fot true 51 but! God. i0ger $: With an upright Jrele- 
ment 3 And whontbs'Sou has haweb of, Gharity tq-belp 
its: Neighboari (hich, it fhe be tobe credited, none 
ever had, at leaft;none.;in; this-Age/ beſides her ſelf ; 
fo that: beth this/Charity, afid:;thisfhnguler, Privikege 
of jit;1; Kon :peenlier #6 her)! God ſacs 3D the fate 51 
whiph whe. lives, and alſott6 Me ens-by which, be:may: riſe 
ainfram-hisHall.: This is the \ragfon why Gag. niakes 
woes oofe þ | whe Tow! wr Def hbowr, v0: hes 


b fnhe 5head "ena 
— Yraw:1 Mai: a Fr ome = 
F ans 


becaufe\ their Hijtary; rs 8nd objeares the Light ib 
the Hdely En Tam rewoned Sn, ond 


4ccordpagly 1 approach te trus Knowlegge « for [mttiwas'7 
524! fellyoubetiermhet afleramongsbsTurkear iv other 
retoaflages, Hhunopbatvis cove tin wyiproſeuce i; oor wy 


among. ahead > Spin aap11, Arcivent. 


mig ight fav bake! of: adinirable" we. -not"only"to pri- 
vans Perſons, for finding out of: ſtole Goods, _ 
ing: the Authors of 4ecret 'Murders, or evening 
thein; and eaſing'the Minds of eurioug Girls;by!ſhe 
| wg what was written in"the-Book'of Fate::' but 

0 to States ad" "Commonwealths; 'for- ſhe - might 
have fav'd thenv'a' great deal of Money, whieh they 
are” oblip'd to beſtow” upon Intelligence, which 7 
often fails 'chem';" whereas the 'could have furri 
themwith- fure and. infallible" Accounts' both'of-ſe- 
cret Plotting and Intriguing; and alſs of remote Af- 
fairs, and ' much ſooner" 'than their _— Rn, 
Envoys\and "Erbaſſadors; - for T' ſv ppoſe her 
veyance depended not upon Winds.and/Weather;' NG 
ſides, her fingle Teſtimony would have been ſufficient, 

and they needed not 'to have put them ſelves to om 
ſtraits for Two Witneſſes iniany Matter, '- i 

/ However,' it:was | wiſely : done het, ts [pretend 

to greater: Certaintyi Matters remote/and'inviſible, 
than'in'things near\and'obvious :''This was neceſſary 
ro: keep up her: Authority ;'for though ſome might 
beſo reaſonably» or-unreaſonably 'wilful- as\not'to'be- 
lieve her,'\ yet norte -could- entradict her-in- thoſe 
things, . without ſerting up for'the ſame extraordinary 
Privilege.” This Cunning has been ſtudied by all 
ſubtle Perſons who pretended to Prophecy, or the 
Knowledge -of ' Secret Things; that they have de- 
| hvered themſelves either mytically and obſeurely, 

or talk'd of Subjects without the'reach of Humane 
Knowledge, or declar'd Matters liable to be fo mo 
before any ſufficient Information- could be had. 
or the is a Foo}; and" very unqualified for theſs Pre 
tences, which'ſo much amuſe and affet vulgar Minds, 


- who 
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who:ventures at things too, liable to be contradicted ; 
ſo' that: they run-a riſque 'of loſing their Reputation, 
without which, their Trade cannot go on. If Monſieur 
FJurieu had taken ſome more Years for the fulfilli: 
his Prophecy, he had not been fo:much mortified by 
a general contempt and ſcorn. What Aſſurance the 
great Merchifton or Naper had, I will not now enquire 
into ; but ſure he: had more wit, when he remov'd 
the Day of Judgment, and the End of this preſent 
World, to the Year 1700: becauſe he could not live 
to. ſee himſelf convicted of Falſhood, which Owen ha 
expreſsd in the following Epigram ; . 


Nonaginta duos durabit mundus in annos, 
MunJus ad arbitrium, fiſtat obitque tuum : 
Cur mundi finem propiorem non facis ? ut ne. 
Ante obitum mendax argyerere : ſapis. 


I'cannot paſs by what I find in+the Preface to the 
Second; Part 'of 'The Light of the World, written by 
Antonia her ſelf, which ſhews, ' that this peculiar Pri- 
vilege, 'of ſeeing and knowing Matters of Fad, with 
the ſame Certainty that they are known to the Spirit 
of God, was not always granted 'to her ; either not 
till after ſhe' came to Holand, which is hardly re: 
 concilable with the laſt 'Paſſage' cited above,' becauſe 
it paſsd in Conference with de Cort. long before ; or 
elſe it muſt be ſaid, that the diſtance between Flanders 
and Holland is not debitum medium, or remote enough 
for: her ſight : -for there ſhe owns, that ſhe\had once 
fuch- Apprehenſions of Proteſtants, as are-in no wiſe 
agreeable to Truth, if our Senfes do not deceive us 
very much. . I ſhould ſpend Time to no purpoſe, if 
I ſhould offer to/prove, | that we had Shape and Figure 
like other. Puropeass, and. that our Manners at leaſt 
are 


Owen Epigr.. 
Lib, iii, Ep.40: 


"OL. 

are not more barbarous : obut- yet'this infallible -and 
penetrating Woaman:knew.netx. to; much ; for ſhe fays, 
{ was averſe to the going te Holland ; becauſe 7 bad 
never yet convers d with: any, ner. had # been tu. any 
Place" or Country, without |the:; obedience of the Roman 
Church : And I: knew not what fert: of People -1 might 
meet with elſewhere ; for 7 imagined that 7 ftoul2 find 
there, Peaple:that were monſtraus, or of a different Shape 
from thaſe of. my own Country, where they repreſent. to 
Childxen, thoſe who are nat Ramaniſts ( fo did: the 
Scoteh Presbyterians, Biſhops aud Crates); as Wolves 
covered with Sheep Skins, that they\may imprint on the 

314 191, Fender Hearts of Children, a mortal Emnmity againſt 
«3-24. Fhoſe who 7n, af things have not, the, ſame Qpiniens that 
are profeſs d iu the Roman, Church. : This made me 
afraid to go te Holland, te. cauſe theſe Cauferences to be 
5 printed. —— | Por at that time I knew no other Reli- 
 gious, .aud (with Compaſſigy) I looked upon all thoſe who 
died. out of the. Raman Ghurch,' as: damned, . (as06r 
Diyines taught.) -How - happy -was it [for paar Pro- 
teſtants, that the came- to Holand, which puts them 
in a poflibllty of Salvation! 3! 
all her-Know letige,.- of. whatever kind, was from: the 
immediate, Inſpiration of! :Gad, and not. at: /all- the 
efject of Readipg, Study,' or: Humane Teaching ; fo 
that whatever the delivers, ought to be received with 
the. ame reſpect hes is pay d.to the Holy Scripture, 
&eing it haththe ſame Autbonsy; For as the Screp- 
furg came. nat by; the will 'of man; but the boly wen who 
who pern'd it, ſpake as : they were mavid by the Hdely 
Gh off $ EVER i9: it: TD with all that | this. Woman j hes/faid 

Light of the and; written -for 34 we may; take-hen: Word, | Jbefnd 
Cont v2, Rr takemany thing out of Books, fhe'inade mouſe. of 


them, 
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them, "nor capritd any WHrh ber onthe We, Bur 4 ſa 
ove, .in which. were written the words of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which ſhe carried inftead of 4 Box of Reliques, not to 
read 4t; But \viit of Devotion. "At" for ber Sentiments, 
they came to her without knowing how. —> 'I ever 
atquired Sciences any other way than by Recolleftion. 7 
have no need either of Books or Maſters to teach me ; on 
the contrary, they would be a great hindrance to me, if I 
Would” make uſe of them + even an Angel Fika Feaven, 
#f wifible, would: hinder me ; I mean, that an Angel 

rom Heaven . tan teach me no mote than T learn by my 
Taward Converſation, therefore he wouldl be wk fry 
fo me..— Sir, [ will tell you, truſting in your Se. Ib. Conf.xxvi, 
crecy, andyer he reſolved and ſhe 'conlented' to the 135 -n 
publiſhing it). 2har.God hath eros me the Underſtanding © © 
of all the Holy Scripture, without having read it : And 

when by thance or caſually T hear Sermons, or other Con- —_. _ _- 
ferences to. explain it, [- perceive. plainly that they do er 0 
not ſpeak of it in tts perfect ſence." As f 


Pap. 8. 


Le 


As for te, T think 
my Sentiment is immediately given” me from Gbd ; be- 
caufs I never ſtadied mf learned any thing from Men : 
and this likewiſe cannot come from my Tmaginatlon, be- 
tauſe I never give way to Speculation, and defire not to 
kmb%or Tearn any thing ; for I ftop FP ears, to" all that 
they would teach me, "fearing leſt there ſhould remain in 

my Onderftanding any Idea's of the things which T had 

read or heard, which would mingle themſelves with the 

Light which” God | gives me. T ſhould be very, pre- 
ſumptuous, to Believe that theſe fo clear Tuterpretations 

come ' from my ſelf. —— JT have read Jometimes, vag, 132. 
tranſiently, the New Teſtament, having obtain'd'per- 

miſfton of a bertuin Biſhop :' but as ſoon, as I Fegan to 

read,” 1 perceived in what 'T 'read,. all: my Sentiments 
explain Tx 


fo that if T were to wiHte the” Sentiments 
which 


<, 

2 
F 
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which 1 carry _within,me, 1 ſhould compoſe. .a Rook. like 


that of the New Teſtament; ſo.much do I find them altoge- 
ther conformable : And it ſeeming to me. that 'twould be 
uſeleſs to me to read what 1 did ſo ſenſibly poſſeſs, T left off 
OTE Ave Ten I PIR TY 

In Go Preface to the Secoud Part. of the: Light of the 
World, ſhe ſaith, They love their Darkneſs, rather than 


the Tons that I offer them es God, who has given me 


his Holy Spirit, promisd by Jeſus Chriſt, which teaches 


me all Truth ; —— Truths which 1 learn immediatel 
from God, without Study, without Meditation, Diſcourſe 


Reading, or any other Means, which would rather prove 
a hindrance tome, than an illuſtration of the Light of the 


Thid, P. 11, Holy Spirit, who adviſes me all things neceſſary for 


Confeii, p-13- the Salvation of Souls, —— I know not what the Far 


Conf. xvil. 


P- 1346 


thers ſay, nor what is taught by all the Romaniſts; but 
T declare to you, what God makes me know and under- 
land in the Imvard Receſſes of my Soul. —=—— [I know 
nothing of my ſelf ; all comes from a Source from whence 
20 Lye can be drawn. -. 0p _ 

I have quoted ſo many Paſla | 
the World, becauſe it is. in Zg/ifh ; that they who 
doubt, may eaſily fatisfie themſelyes about the Truth 
of them, . It woud fill ſeveral Sheets of Paper, to {et 
down all that relates to this Head, in her other Wri- 


Y 


tings, which are full of moſt poſitive Aſertions of 


her certain Inſpiration, and of her having all things 


immediately from God, without the leaſt aſſiſtance 
of Humane Means, or fo.much as her own Medita» 
tion, or uſe of Reaſon; and therefore ſhe requires the 
ſame Reſpect to her Sayings, as to the Scripture, be- 
cauſe God is the Author at both. 7 forget every thing 


L \ 


(faith the) when 7 would hear God, and write only'that 
which his Spirit ditlates unto me, and not that which 
is may 


ſhges out of the Light of 


'F0 
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may pleaſe or diſpleaſe Men. So that aff muſt be good 
pr xd ; becauſe 'nothing_ is 'traly good, which is 


Ark, fearing its fall in a bad way, was puniſh'd with 
Death, though his Zeal was ys juſt ſo, in regard 
of my Writings, nothing' maſt be' added to them, or 
taken from them, ſeeing they are all Inſpired by the 


Lumieve en Te 
neb, P, IV. 

| tar) of | Let. f. n. 10, 
not every. way good." | In the ſame Epiſtle,  Remem- p. 4. 

ber, Monſieur, how "he who offered to ſuſtain the 


Holy Ghoſt. T never learnd of Men, neither did I vid. p. 111. 
ever uſe any Books, no, not even the Scripture it ſelf. Let. 1. n. 6: 


I only ſtudied to purge my Soul, and to withdraw my 
Afﬀettions from Earthly things ; ant by this means 1 
have acquired the Wiſdom of the Holy Spirit, which 
Men will not acknowledge. And if they doubt whether 
my Knowledge comes from Men, they ought to ſearch the 
Authors who have written after this manner, to ſee if 
they be my Maſters, after og ſpent all their time in 
Reading and Study; and if the like Truths be not found + 
in them, they ought to give the glory of my Works tv 
| God, without taking offence at what is written in the 
Novelles, That theſe Books are written by the Influence 
of the Holy Spirit : For this is very true, as you cer- 
tainly know, my Child ; having ſeen me write very often 
without conſulting Books, which wonld only be a hindrance 
to me. 


My Dottrine is not mina, but his who ſent me : He is 1 Pierre d: 
the Author of both my Doctrine and Writings. Ant if Toxche, n. 298, 
there ſhould be any evil in them,” it muſt be attributed © 97 


to the Author, and not. to the Inſtrument whith be has 
made uſe of 10 declare his Will to Men, For a Meſſenger 
ought not to be abuſed for the Letter which he carries. But 
ſhould not one be kick'd, that comes with'a falſe Meſ- 
ſage, and \in the Name of one who never ſent him; 
However, ſhe goes on, 7 kyow very well what God would 

D ſay 
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fay to Men; for he has declared it to:me, and has alſogiven 


me proper Words to make others underſtand it. Toffer no- 
thing of my. own ;' nor do I ſay any thing, which I have not 
learn'd of him : He it is that teacheth me. | 

Thus it is evident from theſe Paſſages, and many 
more which might be brought, that Antonia Bourignon 


pretended. to. greater Inſpiration than any ever betore 


had : For even the Prophets and Apoſtles were taught 


by the Spirit of God, only fuch things, as could not 


be learned otherwiſe, or not ſo clearly and certainly, 
as to give them ſufficient Authority.. God did not 


give to them, nor to any other: before, his Spirit, 


to ſuperſede and render uſeleſs, Study, Converſation, 
and all Means and humane Endeavours for knowing 
the Truth. The Spirit was only given, to ſupply 
the Defeats of Reaſon, and Natural Light, or the 
want of thoſe Means which might have brought one 
to the knowledge of that which they had taught. 
But behold ! here is one who ſays, that God, by his 
Spirit, taught her every. thing, Natural as well- as 
Supernatural Things,. things common and extraordi- 
nary, that which ſhe might have learn'd from Men 
and. Books, as well as thoſe Things which God only 


could diſcover. I will confirm this, only by one re- 
tbid.n. 289, markable Paſſage more. Thoſe (faith ſhe) who have 


ſeen me write, know very well that I do it without any 


Study, or humane Speculation; and that it runs from my 
Spirit, . as a flood of Water from its Source. . I only lend 
my Hand and Spirit to another Power ; for having writ- 
ten any thing once, I caunot write it over again, though 
T would. Moreover, when I come to. the Middle or Eyd 
of any. Treatiſe, I know not what was written in the- Be- 


giming of it ; becauſe 1 do not read over my Writings, 


ut I do give them unto others, leaf by leaf, as.they. are 
dittated, 


| Bu HE 
diftated, without examining them. And I do receive 
new things the better, the Teſs I remember what T have 
already written. There be many Witneſſes of this. 

Yes, Monfieur Poiret 1s {till a living- Witneſs ; and 
] am told, that to demonſtrate. the truth of this, and 
of her being Divinely Infpired,*he uſes toſhew to ſuch 
as viſit him, the firſt' Manuſcripts of all her Books 
written with her own Hand, without Interlining, 
without Amendments or Corrections, without any 


one Word daſh'd ont ''or. added. But to make this 


a convincing Proof-of her Inſpiration, *twill be 'need- 
ful to- demonſtrate, that there is nothing in them 
which deferves to be correted or daſhed out, no 
Nonſence or Impertinences, no Falſhood or Contra- 
dition, no Blaſphemy or dangerous Afſertion.” 1 
remember, one of my Acquaintance- had a Book, de- 
Ggn'd for the Preſs, given to his peruſal, with an Ad- 
vice, to encloſe betwixt two lines, what ought- to be 
kept out. Some few days after, he return'd it, with 
_ one line at the beginning, and another at the end. 
If this Cenfor had had the Correding of Madamoiſelle 
Boarignon's Works, 1 ſuſpe&t he would have done fo 
to them. | 

But after all theſe plain and high Pretences to Dj- 
vine Inſpiration, 'twill be a Matter of Debate in the 
Schools of the Bourignzaniſts, whether Madamoiſelle 
Bourignon was infpired both with the Subſtance and 
Matter of Dodrine and Words too, or as to the former 
only : for it is doubtful, by what ſhe faith ; becauſe 
ſhe ſeems ſometimes to aſlert the one, and ſometimes 
the other. Fn (1 
When ſhe came to Ho/and,. the went to Leyden, 
and made a Viſit to Zeidanas, who was then a Pro- 
teſſlor. In that Conference with him, ſhe uſed very 
D 2 much 
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much. the Words and Phraſes of Scripture, as'well as 
Alluſions 'to-its Doctrine and Hiſtory : Upon which 
Heidanus made her this Complement, That fe was 
very well acquainted with the Scripture. At firſt ſhe 
ſeemed very much ſurpriſed how it could be, ſeeing 
ſhe had never read the Scripture : but afterwards ſhe 
reſolved the Myſtery to this Profeſlor, by telling him, 
That the ſame Spirit which did diflate the Scripture, 
refided in her ; That all her Thoughts and Words came 


from it ; and therefore 'twas no wonder that her language 


was. ot only like, but the very ſame. 
ry , 1n his Defence of the Account of 4#- 
tonia Bourignon, which was given in the Atta Lypfienſia, 
he quotes a Paſſage out of that Treatiſe which 1s enti- 
tuled, Lumiere en Texebres, pag. 74. which makes her 
fay, That her Writings muſt remain as God did diftate 
them ; for they are of God, and muſt be good in all, and 
wrong in nothing. But it ſeems he has had ſome diffe- 
rent Editions of Madamoiſelle Bourignox's Books ; for 
I cannot find this, in that which I am now peruſing, 
and therefore I will lay no ftreſs upon this Paſlage. 
But ſure Monſieur Pozret could not be miſtaken in 
that which he relates of Monſieur Noels, a Canon of 
Mechlin, and ſome time Secretary to the famous 
Fanſenius, © This learned and pious Divine (faith he) 
* had more reſpect for the Writings of Madamoiſelle 
© Bourignon, than can be expreſsd. At firſt when 
** they were communicated to him, he found them 
* tull of Errors in Orthography, Language and Stile, 
&* (which 7s very uſual with Women who are not Inſpired) 
* nor were they diſpoſed into good Order, Matters 
* were huddled together, and divers times repeated, 
* though in a different manner ; therefore he ad- 
* viſed her to put them in better Order, to give —_ 
* {ome 
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* ſome neatneſs of Expreſſion, and to digeſt them 
© better into good Language, to change theſe exter- 
© nal Faults, without changing any thing of the Ef 
© ſence and Subſtance of the Truth. Madamoiſelle 
*could do nothing without her Divine Maſter, and 
* therefore anſ{wer'd, That »ſhe would firſt conſult 
* God about it. But fo ooh as the thing was offered 
* to God, he anſwer'd peretnptorily, or paſſionately, 
(I judge the word fortement will bear either or both) 
* and with an Exclamation, What Boldneſs is, it in 
« Men, to offer to corre the Works of God! When 
* the Divine heard this, ſome time after, he was 
* much ſurpriz'd, and could not think upon it, with- 
- © out horrour and trembling : He did not purſue his 
<« Deſign, but always after had ſuch a Veneration for 
« the divine Books of this Woman, that he: even 
* honoured the Errours in Orthography, nor was 
& willing to change them, becauſe they furniſhed 
* Matter for adoring God, who revealed his Wiſdom 
© to ſimple and little Ones ; and was more. affected 
* with this Divine Wiſdom, than with all the Exact- 
* neſs and pompous Vanity which, Criticiſm and 
* Rhetorick could invent. In like manner, the 
ſame Monſieur Pozret gives us a large Diſcourſe of 
his adorable Miſtreſs, in which ſhe plainly aſſerts her 


uſeful and perfe& Inſpiration, and concludes, That Ibid. chaxxxi. 
Men ought to bleſs God for her, day and night, and P: 55% 


ſhould be all Eyes and Ears for obſerving __ what 
ſhe ſays and does ; and that her Sayings ſhould be ſtrifly 
followed, without offering to correft, amend, or contraditt 
them. Which confirms a Palſlage quoted by the above- 
mentioned Seckeudorf, out of le Tombeau de la Fauſſe 


Theologie ; in which ſhe fays, © Do.not you. ſee that Tvia. p. 69. 


* my Writings are without all Learning and Orna- 
15 
: ment, 
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* ment, full of Orthographical Errours'? ' Do you 
* think that T have not Wit enough to correct all 
©* theſe faults, to Write perfeCtly in a ſhort time, and 
*tomake my Induſtry appear unto Men 2 Butlam 
*far-from this; I will never learn any thing from 
*Men, becauſe 1 do not deſire to be commended by 
them. Some would have'tavght me freely, Or- 
* thography, Poeſie, Mathematicks, and the Latine 
© Tongue ; but I deſpiſed all theſe, and am content 
© to write upon my Knees, in a little Table, the 
* Things which God pours into my Soul, without 
* any conſideration whether I write well or 1ll. 
Now if 'twas ſo, why did they not print her Works 
with theſe Orthographical Errours > Why ſhould 
they have envied the World a ſight of the genuine 
Dictates of the Holy Spirit? Who would not have 
preferred Divine ill Spelling and Pointing, to Humane 
Orthography ? 

But whether upon Advice, or Second Thoughts, 
ſhe altered her Sentiments of this matter, or the 
manner of the Inſpiration changed, in a Conference 
with de Cort, ſhe delivers her ſelf differently, and 
with the appearance at leaſt of a Contradition. He 

Licht of tle had faid, That. he could not doubt of her Words, be- 
World, P.II- cauſe he believed that they all came from the Holy 
Cont, xv Spirit. To which ſhe replied ; Softly, Sir : All my 
| Words come not from the Hyly Spirit ; for he does not 

ditftate \to "me all the Worgs that I muſt pronounce, but 

the Subſtance of all that I ſay : becauſe TI wonld never 

ſpeak otherwiſe than by his Motion, and no other 
Diſcourſes are neceſſary for me : for I have no deſire to 

pleaſe ary ; and all that makes not for the Glory of 

| God, ſeems to me a ſuperfluous and uſeleſs thing. 
Therefore I do not willingly atter any Diſcourſe, but 


thoſe 
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thoſe to which the Holy Spirit moves. me : but he aoes 
not diffate to me all my Wards. © I have need to'expreſs 
my ſelf by Humane Reaſons or Compariſons ; becauſe 
otherwiſe they could not underſtand me : for the Holy 


Spirit ſpeaks ſo ſuccinttly, that one Word makes me 


comprehend many Things. Nevertheleſs, theſe 
Things cannot be ſeen by Souls who are yet in the Dark- 
neſs and Obſcurity of their own Paſſions + many Words 
and Diſcourſes muſt be uſed to make them underſtand 
the Rarities that are in the Works of God. It is thus, 
Sir, that I tell you all my Words do- not come imme- 
diately from the Holy Spirit : but indeed, all the Sub- 
fhance of what T ſay ; becauſe I never had any other 
Maſter, nor any other Study, but that of purging my 
Soal from Earthly Afﬀettions. By this I received. the 
Light of all the Things of which I have ſpoken to you, 
with many more, which nevertheleſs I. could not make 
you underſtand, but® by Words and: Diſcourſes, accom- 
modated to your Capacity, which are not all preciſely 
endited by the Holy Spirit, word for word, except that 
in general they are produced by the Gift of Wiſdom, 
which the Holy Spirit always brings along with him 
into the Soul where he reſides, giving it the Skill to ex- 
preſs. it ſelf, and to make Divine Things be underſtood 
by thoſe who are in Darkneſs. Therefore, Sir,' you are 
n0t deceived, in believing that my Words come from the 
Holy Spirit ; for it is true, if you take them in Sub- 
ſtance : But if you would maintain-a preciſe Enditing of 
Words, the Enemies of the Truth might ſurpriſe you in 
ſome Terms not well expreſs d, or ſome Words of a con» 
trary Signification, or other faults of my language, 
which come from my Weakneſs or Ignorance : For t: 
Holy Spirit. can commit no fautss. 


Here 


* i 2 
Here there ſeems to be' a mighty wreſthng/ and 
ſtruggling, betwixt the Deſign of keeping: up: the 
Authority of one Inſpired, :and "the: fear: of . being 
expoſed, upon the account of ſome improper Words, 
and- incongruous Speeches : as was ſhewed before, 
Monſieur Noets was - convinced, | that | he ought..to 
reverencecas from-God, the Orthographical Errouts, ' 
and all the ſmpertinences of Stile and Method, which 


were inthe Writings of Madamoiſe/le Bourignon : 


And here Monfieur de Cort is taught to diſtinguiſh 
the: Subſtance of: her Diſcourſe which is from God, 
and the Faults of her Language and Expreſſions which 
come from her Weakneſs and 7g»orauce. But perhaps 
the reafon of this difterence is, that Monſieur Noels 
was a tractable, well-diſpoſed Diſciple ; and the Ad- 
vice given to de Cort, was in' reference to the Exe- 
mies of the Truth : and :there ought to. be different 
meaſures with Friends and Enemies. There ought to 
be more freedom with the one, than with the other: 
Friends may. be allowed to fee Weakneſſes which 
ſhould be carefully conceal'd from Enemies, becauſe 
of the offence that they may take at them. But then 
Concealing and Deaying are two diflerent things : 
Prudence 'may adviſe the concealing ſome things, 
which Honeſty will not ſuffer flatly todeny. If that 
which was faid to Monſieur Noels was true, viz. That 
the very ul! Spelling, wrong Pointing, prepoſterous 
Method, and other Impertinencies, were from the 
Spirit of God ; Why ſhould de Cort be adviſed to 
deny'it, and to charge them upon the Weakneſs and 
Ianorange of Madamoiſelle her ſelf? Again, How can 
the uſing Words of \a contrary Signification, that 'is, 
which in the common acceptation of. the :World, 
convey Notions and Idea's contrary to that which is 
intended ; 
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intended: ;. I fay, 'How- is: this compatible with the 
guidance of.-an :Infallible'Spixit 2 New: and unufual 
Words and Phraſes,may be.neceſlary to the ſetting off 
new” and” {ingular-.or/ uncommon - Sentiments ; but 
one would think that they either knew not how to 
inſtru, or had no mind to it, who uſed Words and 
Phraſes of a contrary Signification, as Black for White, 
Sitting;for Standing or Walking, | Infallible: for Moral 
Cerrainty. .or-- Confident: Perſuaſion, (as 6. Fox: did,” 
in the judgment of Mr. Pex) and'to ſay Tonly end 
my. Hand and Pen, the Spirit Dictates ;. nor will God 
have.. the,/Errours . of Orthography; &c.. corrected 
and amended, and yet to-mean no more but-that the: 
Subſtance of the Matter is! fromi God. : > | 1 44) 1»: 4 
Finally, 1 . would know.: whether::de Cort, i who! 
wrote the Light of the World, which was tranſlated 
and 1s propoſed , as a Maſter-piece, as a Chief Work 
which contains all . thoſe weighty and. important 
Matters. now to be:received.; 1 fay,” whether his 
Memory and Pen. were guided by the:Spirit;. ſo as 
to ſet down. faithfully, in ; proper - Words, all that 
Madamoiſelle Bourignon {aid, without intermixing his 
own Sentiments and Illuſtrations from his Humane 
Learning : for he did not write the Conferences im- 
mediately ; and if he forgot or, added any. thing, 
this Light of the World is not (ufficient. to reſolve. all 
Doubts, nor can it give full Evidence and Certainty. 
"Tis true, Madamoiſelle did read them after they were 
written, and approved them ; but ſhe ſays alſo, That 
ſhe ſtudied to forget. things ; That in the end. or middle 
of a Treatiſe written by, her ſelf, ſhe knew not what was 
im the beginuing of it; How then could ſhe remember. 
what was . written by another, twelve. or fourteen 
Years at leaſt before ? I leave all theſe Knots to be 
E __ _ Tlooled 
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looſedi by the Paxtifans. of this Woman ; but for 'my- 
part, 1 would take A/zxauder's ſhort ' method” with 
the Gordian Knot. T am free 'to 'declare, that both 
his and her:Writings, and the Words'as well as Mat- 
ter and Subſtance of both, are equally Inſpired, and 
from God, or if you pleaſe, neither of them; for 
they. have: as little reſemblance to the' Divine Do- 
arine; tothe Sacred Style and Inſpired Dialect of the 
Scripture, as an Athiopian has 'to an European, Of 
which more hereafter. 

VII. But the Authority either of Words or Matter is 
not to be queſtion'd, if 'it- be true what -ſhe' further 
aſſerts, viz. That there was ſome kind of Union be- 
twixt her and God ; That he dwelt with her in ſome 
ineflable' and incomprehenſible manner. For what 
elſe can be'the meaning of theſe words to de Cort ; 

Light of the Sir, Tou are not deceived, in believing that TI poſſeſs 

_ is E the Holy Spirit ; becauſe he lives in me, and teaches 

P. 44» me all that I have told you. Again, If you knew me, 

id. tl you ſhould alſo know God. Which are higher Expreſ- 

p.8ss, Ffions than any which are uſed by the Prophets or 
Apoſtles, 'and are only parallelld by thoſe of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who thought it no Robbery to be Equal with 
God, If you had known me, you ſhould have Known my 
Father alſs. Upon this account, ſhe would not ſuffer 
Monſieur de Cort to publiſh her DoQrine, only as 
from one of a Prophetical Spirit, that was too mean, 
ut as immediately from God. I believe this Con- 
ſequence is fair and clear from the following words ; 


Ibid. P. IT. S$;r, 7 am not Prophetical as the Ancient Prophets were, 
Conf. xvil. | 


128, 129. who ſpoke of very obſcure things ;' ſo that many times 
ROY neither the Pep nor they themſelves underſtood well 
what they ſignified : becauſe the time was not yet fulfilled 
for the perfett underſtanding of them, But at preſent, 


i} 
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in this fulneſs of time, God declares his Secrets ver 

manifeſtly, that every "one may underſtand them. © So 
that * you muſt not ſay, Sir, that you are ſent 'in the 
Name of ſome Prophet ; becauſe the things that I have 
told you, are ſuch plain and lively Truths, that no body 
of a good Fudgment can "doubt but the Holy Spirit muſt 
have inſpired them: Por if rey "believe that God is 
Truth, "My Words are ſ0ſenfibly inſeparable from It, 
that ' all Nations,” both great \#nd* ſmall,” muſt Eonfels, 
That in all my Diſcourſes, the Truth i iu its Source : 
And this Truth being God, #t is therefore "God 'al- 
ſuredly who 'declires theſe Truths. "Sv that, Sir, you 
ſhall not need to ſay, that you hold theſe Truths from a 
Prophet ;" becauſe the 'Work does" always *bear witneſs 
who its Workman has been. Even fo, when the Truth 
zs lively declared, it gives ſufficient Evidence by what 
Maſter 7t' #s formed.' I cannot conceal it,' that T des 


rive all my Wiſdom from God ;\ becauſe I never learied © 


any thing from Mew : But there' is-nb need to ſay that'I 
have a Prophetick Spirit, whew' God gives 'Reaſons' and 
Compariſons to explain it aſter the manner of Men. 

If the Reaſon be ask'd, of this ſingular Grace to 
Madamoiſelle Bourignon, and- why God has fo highly 
exalted her-:' It is, becauſe''by the Eternal Purpoſes 
of God's Counſel, the was deſigned to be the Tnſtru- 


ment and Organ'of the Holy Ghoft, for givingunto Men 


all Grace and Knowledge, for renewing and perfe&- 
ing Chriſt's Kingdom, and the laſt as well as greateſt 
Manifeſtation of God's Love to Mankind, after 'whom 


VII. 


no other*is tobe expeRted. I am '(ſarth ſhe ) ſent 1vid. p. nr. 
from"God, to 'bring Light to the World, andto'begr wit- Conf. vill. 
Heſs" to the Truth 'he has ſent me to tell, That the laft ©” 


Times are come ; That the World is Judged, and the 
Sentence is irrevecable ; That the Plagues' are begun, 
PV and 
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and. will. not ceaſe, till\.all be rooted. out -; aud;.'That 
Feſus. Chriſt, will come ſhortly.on the Earth,” to\finiſh 
this, and then he. will continue to Reign with Men of 
Pag. 46 Good-will, who ſhall enjoy Eternal Peace. I am ſent 
with a_ Commiſſion to. declare all theſe things to Men, to 
the end that. peradventure ſome of them. may be con- 
werted and repent, that they may reign with Jeſus Chriſt, 
in bis Glory... lam certainly ſent from God, to declare 
Pag. 47. the Truth of every thing. -By my means, -his (that is 
the Devil's) head will be bruiſed, and he will gainnone 
any longer but by force ; for his Palſhoods and. Deceits 
will be. diſcovered aud, brought to.light,' for thoſe who 
defire. to ſee and know them. God, indeed, never forces 
any body.; but. he. ſends his Light into the World, that 
every one that pleaſes may. reteive it. 1am created 
for this, and. cannot. be filent. | 


See P.ITL, , By her means, the Holy Spirit is to have a full 
Conf. 8.Þ-67- '9nd .compleat: Reign upon, Earth: ;- and by obedience 
to her Doctrine and; Inſtructions,. it may be expected 
1n, a. far greater. meaſure, than was given: to the 
Apoſtles, in -whom the. Promiſe had not its full ac- 


compliſhment ; for many things they knew not, and | 


many faults they committed. She, is the Fulfilling of 
that Parable. of Jeſus Chriſt, in-which he. fays,, That 
1bid. P. NT. the" #iugdom of God, is: like unto Leaven, which: a 
Conf. xxviii- p/ogan, took and put into. three meaſures of Meal. 
Ae She is the Woman that is meant ; the Law of Nature, 
the Law. of Moſes, and the Goſpel, are the three mea- 
ſures of Meal:;, which ſhe makes Ellential, by. the Prin- 
ciple of\ Refiguation to the Will of God. ; ;They were 
never converted: into Bread before, becauſe ſo. fem nou: 
riſhed their Souls by-it. This Food has remain'd in the 
Meal even till now. Even the Divine Word of the 
Goſpel has ſerved for Nouriſhment for few Perſons, But 
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in the  Fulneſs of Time, in which we enter at preſent, 
this Divine Word ſhall have its full effet, and the Holy 
Spirit ſhall be poured out upon all fleſh, Toung and Old, 
Great and Small ; ſo that all ſhall Prophefie, and ſpeak 
Languages, and do more Wonders than Moſes did, with 
all the Ancient Prophets, who altogether were but Fi- 
gures, of the things figured which we ſhall very ſhortly 
ſee come to paſs, which will be more perfet than all that 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples did, yea, even Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf ; becauſe we are arrived at the Fulneſs of Time, 
of which the Apoſtle ſays, That they ſhall underſtand and 
propheſie in full perfettion. 

By, her Writings, the Almighty Power, Juſtice, La Pierre 
Mercy, Goodneſs, Truth, and other Eſſential HNperies - _ : 
of God, are more clearly ſhewed, than was ever done be- y, 12, 
fore by any body. "Therefore her Compaſlion is moved, 
becauſe Men will not confider how God doth now ſend a Lumiere en 

reater Light than was ever | ſince they were created 
E do Fg fanfie themſelves to be ſufficiently! enlightned p. 2. 
by the Scripture, which yet they do not underſtand, The 
Wonders. of God were reſerved till theſe Times in which 
we live, which ſhall. be happy for thoſe who will receive 
this Light of Truth ; they ſhall ſee all Prophecies accam- 
pliſhed, the Hearts of Men changed, and. the Earth re- 
newed. This is. the laſt Diſpenfation-: Zf Chriſtians 
negleft this preſent Light of the & a they ſhall have 


no. further opportunity of Converſion. , Seing this is the Le Temoignage- 


laſt Mercy which God will - hap to Men ; after which, de Verite, 


] N. Ixxx1x.. 
they are to. expett nothing but Eternal Damnation, be- y. 325. 


cauſe of, their Ingratitude. For God. giveth now wiio 
them full meaſure, .and his, Light in . - which 
:f negletted, they ſhall recerve no more. Therefore. Men 
* ought to give a ready Ear. to all that 1 have to: fay.to 
them from God, Doubt nothing (ſays ſhe to de Cort) 


Tencb, P. IV; 
9 Let. Ill, N.xiitz. 
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Light of ths of all that I have declared unto you. Conceive and digeſt 


World ' P. IL 


Conf. xvil. 
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IX. 


them all, you ſhall receive from them great Light in 
your Underſtanding, and Strength and Nouriſhment to 
your Soul, and you ſhall ftill enter farther into the 


| Knowledge of God, and of your ſelf, which fhall be au 


Everlaſting Happineſs for _- Beware of being tempted 
to believe the contrary ; becauſe the Devil will ſurprize 
you with falſe appearances, under the pretext of ſcrth> 
pulous Piety and Fuſtice. FLO EE IEA 
Thus it doth ſufficiently appear, what an Extra- 
ordinary Perſon Antonia Bourignon was, in her own 
judgment. According to her Sentiments, we can do 
no leſs than apply to' her thoſe words'df Jefus Chriſt, 
concerning St. John Baptiſt, That of all who were born 
of women, none was greater ; yet the teaſt in the kingdom 
of God was greater than he. Some who interpret this 
with a regard to Perſonal Dignity, and not to the 
Degrees of Revelation, think that Chriſt meant Him- 
ſelf, by the laſt Clauſe ; but no doubt he had a re- 
ſpe to this facred Virgin, when he ſpoke this, as 
much as when he uttered the Parable above mentioned. 
Who can be ſaid to be greater 2 Not Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, if ſhe was to do greater things than he did, 
to perfe&t the Work which he only begun, to bring 
the greateſt Manifeſtation of Grace, and then to 
ſeal up the' Divine' Goodneſs and Mercy, that no more 
Effects of it may be expected. She is the great Organ 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in and by whom his Light, Power 
and Vertye 1s wonderfully and demonſtratively dif- 
played ; therefore 'certainly it 1s a greater crime to 
reje and reſiſt -her,' than "twas to reje&t' and reſiſt 
Tefus Chrift. - Now we havefound'ont the'Sinagainſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, which Divines' and others have va- 
riouſly diſputed about. "To baſpheme the Son of Man, 
Is 
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is to ſpeak againſt the Diſpenſation of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
which may be forgiven, becauſe it was not ſplendid 
and' magnificent, nor | had it the outmoſt Evidence : 
but Blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, is to ſpeak a- 
oainſt the Diſpenſation by Artonia Bourignon, which 
is ſelf-evident, the greateſt that ever was given, and 
the laſt too which is to be expected ; therefore it 
cannot be forgiven, becauſe there are no more Means 
left by which Forgiveneſs may be obtained. T won- 
der this was not reckon'd up amongſt the Sins of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Coxf. viii. P. Il. of the Light Kj the 
World, where ſhe diretly and expreſsly offers to 
explain them : And if 'twould not be thought Pre- 
ſumption in one of very limited Knowledge, to judge 
the Diſcourſes of an Infallible Perſon, this, I think, 
would have come as near to the purpoſe, as the 
Inſtances there given. But though ſhe has not men- 
tioned this there, yet that the World may not pre- 
tend ignorance, ſhe has plainly and expreſsly de- 
clared it in another place, viz. le Tomb, de Pauſſe 
Theol. P. 1. Let. xiv. p. 162. | 
But -now it may be fitly and properly ask'd, Is 
there no mention of this Woman in Scripture ? no 
Prophecy, no Types, or Figures, or Symbols, to 
forewarn the World of her z Did God drop her 
here, by way of ſurprize, without any previous ad- 


vertiſement 2 © What of that > Muſt not certain Temoign. ds 
& Truths, and clear Demonſtrations, be received, P'% P. 372 


«© unleſs they be found in Scripture > "The Scripture 
« did not foretell that there would be Men in 
& Germany, Anno 1680. Muſt we therefore conclude 
<« that then it was a Defart, without Men ? and that 
* Ul who were found there, were only Phantoms 
* and Apparitions 2 Muſt Senſe and Experience be 
* denied, 
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« denied, becauſe they cannot be proved. out of 


« Scripture ?., Afﬀter this manner doth Monſieur 


Poiret reaſon, for he is fuppoſed to be the Author of 


that Letter which is faid to: have been written to a 


Perſon of Quality, and which is called Les 7emoignages 
de Dieu, or The Teſtimony of God. 

Before this, they thought to have gained the Polnt, 
by the Teſtimony of Men ; and therefore about Sixty 
Atteſtations, publick and private, are amaſſed toge- 
ther, and printed, in which Madamoiſelle Bourignon 
is more or leſs approved as an Extraordinary Perſon, 
and Divinely Inſpired. By the bye, 1 am told; That 
many Perſons were diſpleaſed at the Publication of 
theſe Letters, not being willing to have things puſh'd 
on ſo far, or that their Complements and Com- 
pliances with a Deluded, Hypochondriack Enthuſiaſt, 
ſhould be made uſe of as Serious Conſcientious Decla- 
rations. But whatever was in this, ſome could-not 
be fatisfied without Scripture-Proofs : Ner had they 
reaſon ; for 'twould have. been very ſtrange, if fo 
conſiderable an Event as this of Madamoiſelle' Bou- 
rignon 1s pretended to be, had not been in anywiſe 
ſuggeſted in Scripture. What ſignifies the Teſtimony 
of Men, in a matter of this nature 2 Is one to be 

inveſted with. Divine Authority, becauſe ſome or a 
great many fanlie ſo > How uſual is it for Quacks 
and Mountebanks to carry multitudes of Teſtimonies 
about them ; yet they continue Quacks and Moun- 
tebanks till, and none but ſome of the giddy, un- 
ſteady and credulous Mobb will honour them as Able 
and Experiencd Phyſicians. Wherefore it was at laſt 
judged neceſſary to: draw the Scripture to their ſide. 
None was fitter for this Undertaking, than P. P. for, 
to uſe the Scorch Proverb, The Bell. always clinks as 


he 
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be thinks.; 'and torgiverhim his due, by his Metaphy- 
ſical Subtilties, he can make the Chimes go ſo as to pals 
for tolerable good:Muſick, with them whole Ears are 
not very. attentive, or not ſo nice as to require exact 
Meaſures. To: ſerve this Deſign,” that large- Letter 
I have juſt now mention'd was written ;' in whiethe 
Author fays, That though the | Prediftions of Scripture 
are not of the Eſſence of Truth, yet ſuch is the Goodneſs 
of God, that_he would do this, to condeſcend to the 1n- 
firmity of Men, . as.well for confirming the Good, when his 
Work ſhould appear, as. for Jofnie the Wicked and 
Gainſayers, And ſo he goes on to ſhew, . what the 
Catholick Church was ſo blind and ſtupid as never to 
{ce before; That Antonia Bourignon is the chief Sub- 
je&t. of both Canonical and 'Apocryphal Scripture, 
and the main. Scope of God's Oeconomy ince-the 
Creation ; That Eva, Sarah, Deborah, Fudith, and 
the Woman whom Eſdras faw, with Mary Magdalen 
and others in: the New Teſtament, particularly that 


Pag. 376 Rk : 


2 Eſdy. 9, 10 


Woman, Rev. xii. are:all Types of.her; That ſhe'is - 


the Spouſe of the Cayticles, and the Perſon 'meant;, 
when the Scripture ſpeaks of the Church, or any ©- 
ther in--the Feminine Gender'; That: all the Prophe- 
cies which commonly arc applied to Jeſus Chriſt, were 


intended and ultimately fulfilledrin_her ; not. only 


the 45th. Pſalm, where mention is made of the Xing's 
Daughter, but the 110th. alſo. In a word, He ſhews 


from Moſes, the Pſalms, and all the Prophets, that 


Madamoiſelle Bourignon was promiſed ; - and ſince ſhe 


is come, ſhe ought to' be received as the: wonderful 


Gift of God, the Pertection of the Divine Qeconomy, 


and the Perſon who was delignd .to give. an utter 


Overthrow to Satan's Devices. 


F _ _- 
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- To unfold this wonderful Myſtery, © 4dam, ſome: 
* time after his Creation, had ſome brutal Inclina- 
* tions. To prevent which, God reſolved to give 
* him a» Help-meet for him ; which is not to be un- 
* derſtood of Bodily help, but of one that might 
* help to preſerve him in the Image of God. Upon 
* this, Eva was firſt created : but ſhe did not an- 
* {wer the Deſign ; nay, ſhe preſently fruſtrated this 
* Counſel and Defign of God, by hearkning to the Per- 
* ſuaſion of the Devil. Notwithſtanding this, God 
* would not ſuffer the Devil to go away with the 
* Victory, and therefore he purpoſed to create ano- 
* ther Woman, who ſhould not be as the firſt, but 
* who ſhould: be altogether inflexible to the Devil's 
© Temptations, and who ſhould be the Mother of a 
* Holy, Pure, and Righteous Off-ſpring. This is 
* Antonia Bourignon ; 1he is the Perſon who was pro- 
© miſed to bruiſe the Serpent's head ; and of her 'twas 
* meant, when God ſaid, [wil put enmity betwixt her 
© ſeed and thy ſeed, O Satan, thou indeed thoughteſt 
© to have baffled my Counſel, by tempting- the 
© Woman, by which means thou haſt made Man 
* and his Poſterity to fall, and haſt ereted an Uni- 
* yerſal Eqapare over the Earth to thy ſelf : however, 
&« ] will ſtill proſecute my Deſign, and I will defeat 
« yours. For I who am God, and the Almighty Sa- 
«© yiour, will raiſe up yet a Woman, who ſhall be ſo 
« far from hearkning to, and obeying you as the firſt 
* did, that, by my Grace, ſhe ſhall be a ſtrong Enemy 
© to thee, and to all thy Party : And who, inſtead 
« of giving birth to a corrupt Race, ſhall have a 
© holy Seed and Poſterity ; in whom alfo I will put 
« enmity againſt thy ſelf, and all thy Train. Theſe 
© ſball ruine and utterly deſtroy all the Power and 
* Domi- 
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© Dominion which thou and thine have mee in 
© the World, by ſeducing thus the Parents of Man- 
* kind. Neither ſhalt thou be able to take any other 
* revenge upon them, except to hurt their Cor- 
* ruptible and Earthly Life. As this Oracle was never 
* confirmed until now, ſo 1s there not an appearance 
* that God begins to ſhew the firſt fruits of its full 


_ « Accompliſhment by the means and productions of 


* a Woman, in whom God hath put a perfe& enmity 
* againſt the Devil, and the reſt ? o hath ears to 
* hear, let him hear ! | 

I have not altered the Sence of this Paſſage in the 
leaſt ; nay, I have given the Words as near as poſlible, 
as any may ſee, who will be at the pains to look into 
the Original : as alſo, how that the Viſion of the 
Woman and Dragon, Rev. xi. referrs to the Hiſtory 
of Gen. 111. and that both the one and the other is to 
be interpreted of Antonia Bourignon. They who have 
Ears, muſt hear this, ſince it is ſpoken fo openly ; 
but they ought to hear it with deteſtation'and abhor- 
rency. All the Licenſe of Mz/tor in his Paradiſe Loſt, 
and of Dryden in his State of Imocence, are Modeſt, 


in reſpect of this; nay, there is nothing in the Alcorar 


beyond this abſurd glofling, and impious application 
and wreſting of Sacred Scripture. Let others think 
of this Author what they pleaſe, and enlarge upon 


' his Parts and Morals, 1 will pay him 'the fame 


honour I do to Ebion and Cerinthus, with whom, 
Hiſtory ſays, 'St. John would not enter into the 
ſame Bath ; nor do I believe that either they or 
Mahomet were more given up to a Reprobate Mind. 
Zeal, and a juſt Indignation againſt- wild. and hor- 
rid Blaſphemy, force this from me. But T remem- 
ber,?my Deſign at preſent, is not to Refute, but ' 
. F 2 ſimply 
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ſimply to Propoſe the. Pretences of: Madamoiſelle Bou- 
10100. vets Wh 
' Now I have not ſwerved from this Deſign, by 


producing theſe things, which this Diſciple of hers 


has faid upon the -Head now betore us ;. for ſhe her 
ſelf, in many places, ſuggeſted theſe Sentiments,. or 
approves them. This long Letter, from which + 
have drawn theſe Paſſages, was. written in her Life- 
time ; tis dated the Fly before her Death, and there- 
fore without doubt *twas communicated to her, and 
had her Approbation : for they were-all- ſo obſervant 
of her, that they ſcarce undertook any thing with- 
out her Advice. I could give ſeveral undeniable 
Evidences from, her own: Writings, to prove, that 
ſhe favoured and was. fond of ſuch profane and abu- 
ſive Explications of Scripture to her ſelf. But I ſup- 
poſe the Reader will be ſatisfied with one or two. 
We are now, come to- the. Fulneſs of Time, in which 
all Divine Myſteries will be underſtood in full Perfe- 
tion, aud all Prophecies. will: have their. Accompliſh- 
ment, and the Kingdom of Heaven will be diſcovered ; 
which. is the Treaſure ſo long. time hid under-ground, 
and for which. he who diſcovers it, ſhould ell all, 
that he may purchaſe it.. { belzeve that we now live 
in the wretched Times of the Reign. of Antichriſt, and 
alſo in that bleſſed Time in which will be perfeftly ful- 
filled that Saying, The ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe 
the head of the ſerpent. Feſus : Chriſt was in ſome 
partethe Seed of the Woman ; but he hath uot bruiſed 
the head of the Serpent, ſeeing he has. (till ſuch power 
over the Spirits of Men. —— The ſolid Truths which 
God, begins to give the World by my: Pen, are as the 
Seed which he. ſows in well-diſpoſed Souls, Which tho" 
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3 muſt be the ſeed of the Woman, . which.ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head : aud ſo. much the rather, becauſe I, 
perceive daily, that the Devil takes all courſes tq ſtifle 
this Seed in the beginning. 
becauſe he perceiveth wery well, that if this Seed once 
grow up, "twill bruiſe his head ; nor can he take it away, 
after that Men of good-will have received it in their 
Souls and Underſtandings. | 
She her ſelf drew up a Parallel betwixt her and 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is prefix'd to her Treatiſe La Pa- 
role de Dieu, the Title and Tenour of which I will 
ſet down here, to ſhew that ſhe fanſied her ſelf pre- 
figured by Jeſus Chriſt, and the many Prophecies 
which were before. £: | | 


A Parallel betwixt the Second Birth of Jeſus 
Chrift, or the Renewing of the Church, and_ 


the Firſt,  drgwn from the Types 'of Holy 


_ Scripture. By Madamiſelle A, B. 


1 'HE Regeneration of the Church has much 


reference to its firſt Birth. & ND 
A Virgin was found with Child by the oo Ghoſt. 


7 
$ 
. 
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So a-Virgin'muſt Conceive in her-Spirit the Evange- 

lical Lite. Fer VE 
Joſeph intended to have put her away, becauſe he 
ſuſpeFed her. So even the Juſt muſt have this Second 
in ſome ſuſpicion, until the Light of God encourage 
them even in their ſleep and blindneſs, and then they 
will take her home, and love her. ; 
The Virgin brought forth a Manchild. So the Second 
muſt in the Regeneration bear Males, who are to'be 
Foundation-ſtones of the Egifice. Wes 
6 Helga, © The 


The Devil doth this, Pag 71,N. 103 


* The Rela- 
tive here, in 
the Original, 
is Maſculine, FR Nod cn us | 
becauſe the Subſtantive Enfant is ſo 5, but it is evident that this and the following Ar- 
ticles relate to her ſelf, and therefore I have tranſlated them thus, | 
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The Virgin called. her Sou Emanuel. So thoſe 
of the Second, | ſhall be called God with us, inſe- 
parably. | | 

Mary, when her Time drew near, could find no 
Lodging. So the Second muſt be chaſed and re- 
jeted, without any place of Refuge, except without 
the City, where there is a want of many things. 

The Child Feſus was owned and acknowledged only by 


fimple Shepheards. So the Labour and Birth of the 


Second will only be acknowledged by thoſe who have 
plain, honeſt Hearts. - 

The Child Jeſus was adored by none of his own 
Country, but only by Foreign Kings, who offered Preſents 
to him, The Second Child will not be adored where 
* ſhe was born, but by Great Men and Strangers, 
who will offer to her their Aſſiſtance. 


Herod feigned a defire to worſhip the Child Feſus, 
But he ſought to kill him. So the Second Child ſhall 
be ſought after by many Potentates of the Country, 
who will endeavour to deſtroy her. 

The Child Feſus fled into Agypt, from the Perſecu- 
tion of Herod. The Second Child will flee into 
foreign Countries, becauſe of the fury of her Enemies 
who will purſue her. 

The Child Feſus continued in Agypt, until the Death 
of Herod his Enemy, and then he returned to his own 
Country, The Second alſo will abide in foreign 
Countries, until the Scourge has deſtroyed her Ene- 
mies, and then ſhe will return. _ in 

The Child Jeſus was Obedient, and ſerved his Mother 
all that time. The Second Child will Obey, until 


ſhe 
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ſhe be transformed into God, and ſufficiently ins 
ſtructed to baffle the Doctors of the World. | 


The Child Jeſus withdrew himſelf out of the fight of 


his Mother, to teach in the Temple. The Second wi 
be ſeparated for ſome certain time, to inſtruct the 
World. 

The Child Feſus gathered Diſciples after him. The 


Second alſo will draw after her a great number of 


Perſons to be Diſciples of the Firſt. 

The Child Jeſus reproved the Phariſees, without fear. 
W will the Second reprove Evil-doers, without 
car. 

The Child Jeſus was perſecuted and hated of many. 
So muſt the Second. 

He was abuſe, beaten, and at laſt killed, The 
Second can deſire no better than the Firſt. 


If any man ſerve me, let him follow me ; and where 
T am, there ſhall alſo my ſervant be - If any man 
ſerve me, him will my Father honour, Joh. xii. 26. 


Finally, As Zva was called the Mother of all Living, 


and really was fo, according to the Fleſh ; fo Ma- 
damoiſelle Bourignon pretends to: be the true Mother 
of all the Children of God, of all who are or ſhall be 
born according to the Spirit. This Big Title, of the 
Mother of all true Chriſtians, ſome mocked, and up- 
braided as an Inſtance of Pride and Vanity in her ; 
but ſhe largely defends both the Uſe and Juſtice of it. 
Though elſewhere ſhe derides thoſe who held 7ereſa 


to be their Mother ; What a ſcandal is it ( faith ſhe ) Le Temolg, de 
for them to pretend a Virgin to be their Mother ! God rite, Naxxiv. 
would have one to be his. But judge your ſelf, whe- : 


ther I ought not to be eſteemed the Mother of true 
Chriſtians, when you become a true Chriſtian, by the 
means 


* 7he 
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Le Tomb. de 
Fauſſe Toeol, 
P, II. Let. xiv. 
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ameans of my Dofrine. Abraham 7s called the Father 


of the Faithful ; and Sr. Paul is ſaid to beget thoſe 


whom. he converted : If now therefore, by the Light 
which God gives me, I ſhould convert. Souls. from the 
Fanity of the World, to. the Truth of God ; ”y I not 


be called their Mother, much rather than if I had born 


them after the Fleſh * 4 Mother according to'the Fleſh, 
doth not contribute ſo much to the Formation of the Body 


of her Child, as a Spiritual Mother to the Perfeftion f 


the Souls of her Spiritual Children. A. Spiritual Woman 


ought. rather to be called Mother, than one' that is 
. Natural. 


..She compares the mocking her, by the Title. of 
Mother of Believers, and of true Chriſtians, to; the 
mockery which Jeſus Chriſt fufteredyfrom Plate and 
the Jews, when they called him X7»g. He was their 
King,: though they treated him with ſo much- con- 
tempt; and ſo ſhe is the Mother of Chriſtzans and Be- 
lievers, though many ſcorn it. © Natural Mothers 
* contribute little (/azth ſhe) only ſome corrupt 
** Matter. to the Production of their Children ; yet 
* God doth not. bring Perſons into rhe World, with- 


< out: fuch Mothers : ſo neither will he bepet Spl- 


*-ritual Children, immediately, but only - by; the 
© means of Spiritual Mothers. Which Privilege.ſhe 
&* hath obtained, and *twas fit that ſhe ſhould declare 
ro, It, that thoſe who deſire to be the Children of God, 
_ Ay know where and with whom the Matter lies, 
* which God is to uſe as the means of their Regene- 
* ration. To mock this, is to fall into that unpar- 
« donable Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, as was ob- 


* ferved above. 


It was certainly very Unnatural, for any who vre- 
rended to Grace or Regaporation, to mock and deſpiſe 


this 


[C 47 ] 
this Virgin, who was a Mother to all ſuch, not only 
in a Metaphorical Sence, but by a real Natural Rela- 
tion ; for ſhe had real Fangs and Sorrows like a 
Woman in Travail, as often as any was converted by 
her Light and Inſtructions ; which Pangs were en- 
creaſed, according to the Sincerity and Degrees 'of 
any one's Converſion. So that her Spiritual Chil- 
dren gave her as much trouble as others haveby Na- 
tural 'ones. This indeed is Unintelligible Myſtery, 
I had almoſt ſaid Nonſence ; but it is: not Banter: 'or 
if it be, I am not the Author of it : Her faithful 
Evangeliſt not only aſſerts it, but gives Inſtances. 


* Once at Harlem ( ſaith he) the was taken with Le Vie Con- 


* a terrible Colick, which in three Days ſpace brought 
* her ſo low, that ſhe was' as a Skeleton, and not 
« eaſily known : her Pains were ſo violent, and the 
* Gripes forced her to ſend forth ſuch Cries, that'the 
* Neighbours apprehended ſome Woman to-be+in 
* Labour. In the fence of St. Fohn, Rev. xii. pol- 
« ſibly they were not deceived ; but if any malicious 
* Spirit ſuggeſt any other thing, the conſideration 
<* that ſhe was at this time paſt Fifty five, ſhould 
« make -them bluſh at. their Malice. Whether this 
reſpects ſome uncharitable Inſinuations, I know not, 
but certainly this Man is ſeldom happy in the ſolidity 
of his Defences ; he does not conlider, that there 
are ſeveral Inftances of Womens having Children after 
this Age : ſo that if any had uncharitable: Suſpicions 
of this Virgin, her Age was not ſufficient to make 
them bluſh. But this is not to the purpoſe. in 
hand. "BY | io} 5 4 | of Þ 
_ Toreturn to it; This Author gives an Account'of 
Monſieur: de Cort's Converſion, which \wasuiby - the 
means of Madamoiſelle Bourignon ; For whes. fhe firſt 
G ſpoke 


tinue,ch xxl, 


N. 18. P+ 357% 


Ibid, ch. xvit- 
P. 235, Ns, Go 
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ſpoke to him, "twas as if God himſelf had ſpoken to his 


Heart : and there he declareth how ſhe had real 
bodily Pains by him and others. ** When God gave 
* him to Madamoiſelle Bourignon, 'twas after a' parti- 
*.cular manner, and even as the firſt of her Spiritual 
* Children, upon whoſe account ſhe felt great bo- 
* dily Pains, ſuch as Women in Labour of Child- 
** bearing uſe to have. For it is very certain, and 
* known by Experience to all who converſed with 
* this Perſon, (let wicked and prophane Mockers 
* ſay what they pleaſe) that every time that any 


_ * received by her Words or Writings ſuch Light 


* and. Strength, as to reſolve to renounce all, to 


* © become a Child of God, ſhe felt, where-ever 


* ſhe was, Sorrows and Pangs like to thoſe of a 
* Woman in Labour : as St. Fohn obſerves of the 
© Woman which he ſaw, Rev. xii. And ſhe felt 
* theſe more or leſs, according as the Truths 
* which ſhe declared did operate more or leſs 
* fkrongly on Souls. Which gave occaſion to the 
* Archdeacon to break an innocent Jeſt upon Mon- 
« fieur de Cort, one time when they were toge- 
* gether with Madamoiſelle Bourignon, diſcourſing, of 
« the Chriſtian Life, and of their_new good Reſo- 
* lutions. Monſieur de Cort obſerved particularly, 
* how ſhe had. felt and ſuffered more Pangs for 
* him, than for the other, when they reſolved to 
* be born anew. The Archdeacon ſeeing him thus 
* earneſt to be thought the better Child, becauſe 
* he had been dearer to their Spiritual Mother, 
* and being withal fat and corpulent, whereas he 
* himſelf was little and ſmall ; therefore he faid, 
« laughing, I* is zo wonder that our Mother ſuffered 
'* more in her Labour with you than with me, for you 


«are 


[4] 


&* are a big Child, and I am but a little one. This 
* pleaſant Repartece made them all laugh. And the 
Hiſtorian, to ſhew himſelf a Philoſopher too, | gives 
the true reaſon why this Mother had more bodily 
Pains and Labour by de Corr's Birth, than by that 
of the other ; for he goes on, © Indeed, Mon- 
« ffeur de Cort had Zeal, Difintereſtedneſs, and 
* an unſhaken- Conſtancy, more than either the 
* other, or any one of all thoſe whom Madamozſelle 
& Bourignon had for Children or Friends, upon 
6 Farth. | 190% 

Tt was well that this was written by a Zealogs and 
Intimate Friend, otherwife "twould not have been 
credited. Such a Story from another, would have 
paſsd as a_ maliczous Invention, or ſtudied Inve- 
tive, or the Effort of a wanton Wit, to turn 
Serious Things into Ridicule. But fome fave their 
Enemies' the trouble of writing Satyrs ; their 'own 
prave, ſerious 'Relations, do expoſe 'them as much 
as 2 Butlers Muſe could do. As the Ingenious 


_Monfieur Baile obſerves, this ſhews, That though 


Madamoiſelle Bourignon and her Diſciples do pre- 
tend to ſurmount, the Regions of Devotion com- 
mon to other People ; yet, for their Diverſion, 
they can and do fometimes deſcend to: Ribaldry, 
and to the light, wanton Ralleries of the Pro- 
phane. MM RY 
- Tr was happy for this Weman, that ſhe” was not 
very prolifick while the lived, and 'had but few 
Converts, while ſhe had a Body capable of Pains 
and Sorrows ; for if there had been as many as 
( they fay) at preſent, and if all of ther had pro- 
cured real bodily Pangs, fuch as' Women fay they 
have in Labour, whom we have very good reaſon 
QG 2 to 


Di#. Hiſt, 'G, 
Crit. Tom. I, 
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to believe in this, 'twould certainly have been.very 
hard for her; 'twould have waſted her Natural 
Strength very much, and made her look much 
older than ſhe did ; ſhe could not then have ſeem'd 
to be but Forty, when of the Age of Sixty four, unleſs 
there had been ſome conſiderable time betwixt every 
Child ; for I hardly think, that that which Nature 
allows to Natural Children, would have been com- 
petent for recovering her Strength. It at Harlem, 
by a three Days Colick, or Spiritual Labqur, ſhe 
' was reduced fo low, as was ſaid before ; What. Con- 
dition would ſhe have been in, if theſe Labours 
had; been multiplied, and if ſhe had brought forth 
two, three, four, five, or ten times a Year, and 
many at one birth ? 


, - ,” A 


I believe ſhe is the firſt and only Spiritual Mother 
who pretended to the Bodily Pains which Natural 
Children occaſion. This is a wonderful and very 
remarkable Myſtery, which I am too dull. to com- 
prehend : It requires the Metaphyſical Subtilty of 
Monſieur Poiret, to explain how the Spiritual In- 
clinations and Reſolutions of one, ſhould cauſe or 
occaſion Pains, and ſuch Pains too, in the Body. of 
another ; or how the Birth ſhould be Painful, when 
the Conception is without Sin ; for, on this account, 
both Poiret and A. Bourignon fay, that the Bleſſed 
Virgin had no Pain, when Jeſus was born : Or, finally, 
how. the. Puniſhment of Zve and her Poſterity, ac- 
cording. to the Fleſh, could be inflicted on Ma- 
damoijelſe Bourignon, who- was a Mother not after 
the Fleſh, who: never had an Unchaſt Thought, 
nor Carnal Inclination, but begot and. did bear 
Children after the Spirit. 


Thoſe 


children, of whom I travail in; birth, again-until Chriſt 


C gr ] 


\Thoſe'words of St. Paul to the Galatiavs,' My Iittle 


be formed in you, might perhaps ſuggeſt this,extra- 
vagant Fancy to Madamoiſelſe, who muſt not come 
behind any in Merit. She'-turn'd into, 4, Literal 
ſence, that which the Apoſtle ſpoke Metaphorically. 
For the Pretences of this Woman (like all /other, 
whether Impoſtors or Deluded Perſons) are-all! ridi- 
culouſly aftefted Imitations of that which iswritten 
of Real Prophets, and ſuch as were truly and cer- 
tainly Inſpired of God. They Imitate themy,;as Apes 
and Monkeys do Men, and with as little Senſe and 
Underſtanding. Out of Pride and Vanity, they 
uſurp; the Rank. and Station, of theſe ſpecial Meſſen- 


gers: of| God: ; 'and having once | taken Poſſeſſion, 


they. endeavour to keep it, by boaſting their peculiar 

Privileges. Hence come their. Dreams, .. Viſions, 
Prophecies, Diſcovery of. Secret -and.\Remote :Af- 

fairs ; and.on this.account, all they. ſay or think, 1s 

not by. \Natural or Humane Means, but by ummse- 

diate Inſpiration of God, and particular. Commu- 1h in al 
nication with his Holy Spirit. The high Opi- Jaw Aijimin 
nion ; they have of themſelves, requires,-lome., ſun- affeum iſti 
oular, Diſtin&tion from the. reſt, of the World; and ©" £a0c- 


rint inclinare, 


therefore Natural or Accidental Ad vantages ! Are hunc aſſiduum 


magnified to a Miracle, and aſcribed. to ſome Ex- þbbunt in «- 
traordinary Cauſe. They are, willing to be thought [nel met 
ſomewhat, and are at laſt. perſuaded, that.. they are oculis dulc 
indeed above the common Form ,ot Mankind ;. YY gre . 
Lyars are faid to believe themſelves, when: they erir, ſeu ba- 
Es NL : Fg | bendi cupiditas 
aut impatientta altioms, aut quicquid aliud turbide cupiditatis nobis objiciunt. Ira ſponte 
inclinati, fi vis aliqua vehementior in \eam partem ingruit,- facile perturbantur 3 ut quod 
dju eſſe voluerunt tandem eſſe exiſtiment z nec jam ille in domito (5 aſſueto animo imagines, rem 
ut optabilem ſed ut veram (& praſentem figurent, Barclai Argenis, 1ib. r. de Heracleonte, 


have 


"4 .- 
have t61d the "Lye frequently.” Pride both excites 
and fupports" their Fancy ;* -and when ' ones" rhe 
have dream'd' themſelves into fome' Station fuita 
to their 'vain "Humour, then, like Bedlamite Kings 
and Queens, 'they ' both' daim' from 'others the Re. 
ſpe& which" is due to'their pretended ' Quality, 
and'alſo* they themſelves do affe& "the Behaviour 
which they apprehend proper, | but very abfurdly 
and ridiculouſly. Their Deluſion is both the Et- 
fe and Piiniſhment 'of their Pride, and can'/only 
pal3\ with "thoſe 'who ' take Clamour” for ''Reaſon, 
and Impudence for Demonſtration ; or who ren- 
der themſelves obnoxious to the Divine Judgments, 
by their Inconſtancy; curious Enquiries, contempt 
of ' what is plainly revealed, affeQtation: of Singy- 
larity, and ſuch like hidden Vices, as well as others 
that are groſs and perceptible. | 

_ Theſe Obſervations being grounded upon Scrip- 
ture, and' confirmed by Experience, cannot be de- 
nied by ' the greateſt Partiſans' of Madamoiſelle 
Bourignon : but 1 expect that they will fay, they 
- are ill 'applied. 1 foreſee, that they who ' have a 
ſtrong, attachment to this Woman, will be highly 
_ diſplea&d at the Infinnations of her being: cither 
an Impoſtor | or. Bedlamite : For they - are very 
indifferent Lovers, or of a cold Complexion; whoſe 
Blood and Spirits are not agitated and - inflamed, 


Wah win; whetn the Obje&t of their Afﬀe&tion and Admira- 


tion is coarſely treated, or approach'd' unto with. 
out the' Reſpe&t- which they judge is due. . But 
how . could this Oftence be avoided 2 Softer 


. :*-* Words and milder Treatment, are often({tve ta.Senſe 
_. "and, Reafon, and prejudicial” ty Truth. 'To' fatter 


the Infected, or to conceal the Danger from we 
that 
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that 'is yet free, is conſiſtent neither with Pru- 
dence nor Kindneſs. Some Sores muſt ' be- preſs'd 
hard, before they can be cured ; and he is-a faint- 
hearted Surgeon, - who forbears what is 'neceſlary, 
becauſe the Patient cries, frets, or /is angry. 
What a Worthy and Ingenious Friend hath faid; 
in a Preface to a late ſeaſonable, learned, and uſe- 
ful Treatiſe, is applicable here, and is a'/jaſt and 
proper Defence - of ' ſome harſh - Names ' given 'to 
Antonia Bourignon, as well 'as 'of changing the 
Terms of Miſhreſs and Lover, for others fomewhat 
more plazy, but much more proper : © I do not 
* (/aith he) look upon this as any failure in Ci- 
* vility:; as Good (and Evil are different in theny 
* ſelves, {o they 'ought” to. be differently mark'd. 
* 1} Qualities ought 'to have ill Names, - to pre- 
vent their being catching. Indeed, Things are 
*in a great meaſure governd by Words. - To gild 
* over a foul Character, ferves only to perplex the 
© Idea ; to encourage the Bad, and miſlead 'the 
* Unwary. To treat Honour and Infamy alike, is 
* an injury to Vertue, and a ſort of Levelling in 
# Morality. I confeſs, 1 have no Ceremony © for 
' *Debauchery ; for, to Complement Vice, is but 
* one remove from Worſhipping the Devil. Error 
and Falſe Dofrine lead to Vice, and every way 
as acceptable to the Devil ; therefore there ſliould 


be as little Ceremony paid to them, by the Friends 


Intereſt. | 

But now I fanſie that the ' Bourignianits will 
ſay, What a Refutation is this 2 Is this a fair way 
of dealing, to lay down precarious, Suppoſitions, 
and then to draw Conſequences ? to ſuppoſe 
» Madamoi- 


of 'Truth, and ſuch as are Enemies 'to the Devil's 


XI. 
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Matdamoiſelle: Bourignon. a Cheat or,-a Madwoman; 
*and- then! to flout and throw dirt at her-! Was 
not. this, the unreaſonable treatment which St. Paul 
met with at -Athens 2 -.] May not .this- juſtifie the 
Incredulity.:of, Atheiſts, | and their... reiſting,. the 


> GoſpebEvideneg 2; Are: the ;important Pretences 


* of; this; Woman, the clear Light ſhe offers, the 
© wonderful Diſcoveries, and all the ſolid Inſtruftions 
Whighy;Jhe--gives, to; be put, off thus. with a Droll 
and Jeſt:?.:1s it, not, evident,, that he who does fo, 
is-/poſle[(sd. with Prejudices which will not admit of 
Conviction, though it could be, given? 

: -1I6, this , be objected, .my Anſwer 1s, {That :Ican 
and. will prove my Suppoſition | and) Inſinuation 3 
which, even, ..-without Proof, - have-all the odds: of 
very. great Probability, as much as that a Black 
mult be either born in Africa, or; of African Pas 
rents, i Any Indifferent Perſon, who-; has the. leaſt 
Skill -in, this ſort of Phyſiognomy, will and; may 
conclude, . without further Enquiry, - by - the ; very . 
Air of Madamoiſelle's Pretences, that they are not 
genuine, but forged and Imaginary. - There is not 
{o'great.a difference betwixt the Flaſh of a Meteor, 
and the Sun at Noon-day, as:between the Evidence 
of Antonia Bourignon, and that which the Goſpel 
gives. This laſt is Auguſt:and Venerable, alroge- 
ther; Inviting and -Deſfirable ; whereas the moſt 
which the other fays, is vain and fantaſtical. And 
why may we not make Sport, ſometimes, with 
thoſe who afte&t odd Extravagancies > or what 
thould hinder the thruſting back with contempt 
and fcorn, an over-forward.-and blaſphemous Ar- 
rogancy ;. one , who without any Reaſon, without 
any Warrant or Commiſſion -Divine or Humane, 
demands 
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demands a' Place . above Prophets, : Apoſtles, and all 
who: were certainly Inſpired? | nay, +who inſults 
over Jeſus Chriſt himſelf; aflumes: the Honour 'and 
Power which' he has been in - Poſſeſſion of -from 
the Beginning of the World, and who pretends to 
be more. competent to carry /0n a Vidtory over 
the, Devil and his Train > Is this Infolency to 
be: borne with 2 Should one paſs. by, »without 1n- 
termedling,- without ſhewing' figns::of :the- utmoſt 
abhorrency 2 Who doth ſo, does it not "from 
the Principles of Good-Nature or Religion, but 
from Meanneſs and Inſenſibility, 'or a wicked: Indit- 
ferency towards God, and-Matters of the higheſt 
Importance: 03 00931  QOUAONOTY | ' 
\Incredulity, in reference to-.the:Goſpe),” and the 
Truths declared by it, is certainly a very great 
Crime, in: this part of the World eſpecially, againſt 
God, -againſt-Reaſon, and :againft -one's Self : tor-1t 
is 3 Contempt. of Divine; Authority, .an Aﬀronting 
the Demonſtrations' of - God's Spirit: .and © Power, 


andian Undervaluing| Matters of the. greateſt 'mo- 


ment, Things both faithful and worthy to. be re- 
ceived. 5: But'-Incredulity, - with, a Reſpect to the 
Prerences-:ofi,Private,;Perſons, is 'no 'Crime ; yea, 
it 1S;;a,Vertue: and Duty. . frequently commanded: 
Believe not! every Spiret; faith St. Jobs : And the Rea- 
ſon is both apparent, - and-very forcible, Becauſe many 
falſe. prophets are gone out:into the world." We ought 
not-to believe, before; we try ; elſe ' we ' may as 
readily,' follow ; the! falle;:as the true ; -the Spirits 
which come: from-the-;Devily!.as :thoſe which are 
of God. \t'twas/impoſtible for :Men either tobe 
deceived themſelves, 'or to intend, a Cheat upon 
others ; or if God had declared; that he would never 
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ſufler a falſe Prophet to ariſe, or if the Condu of 
his Providence: had : ſhewed: it ;/ then indeed there 
would be: -ho- hazard an hearkning to every'one who 
ſpeaks in the'Name rof the Lead ;- then Credutiry 
would be reafonable: : Bur ſeeing the contrary 1s 
moft eyident/both by Scripture :and* Experience, we 
thould be much 'on our. guard, teſt we be impoſed 
upon; We ought:'to take good heed to our telves, 
that we: be not; miſled! by Seducing ' Spitits; "and 


the Dodtrine of Devils. © The Church of Epheſus 


was commended, for. trying them who faid they 


were Apoſtles,: and for\{tiewing that they were'not : 
And this would: : not: have been, if it was not an 
high and provoking ' Offence, to receive: any. as 


from God;- whom:the hath not ſent. . They are' not 
truly jalous: of God's Honour and Concerns, who 
welcome all Pretenders; or who recetve- any,” with- 
out. ſufficient Atteſtation:; nor .do- they much -con- 
fult; either. theirown Reputation or Intereft : It is an 
unmanly:Levity,' to be-blowrvabour with every wind 
of Podrine.: Fhe Apoſtle ' calls: fuch 'Clouds without 
Water. : They areas Ships without Ballaſt, which 
are cafily toſſed by Waves;.and- which' can hardly 


" be ſaved from ſplitting; The Credulous* are:foon 


turned 'ont-of rhe:vight wy; hor” cart they hold an 
certain,: diet courſe7; i they."are' truly like *©/op" 
Dog, they leap at Shadows, and, by doing fo, they 
loſe: the profitable: Subſtance'': nay, they ſeldom 
come: off 1a well; for as rhey' are chousd out” of 
ſound: Doctrine, and profitable 'Tyuths, 469 they: are 
wheedled.into that whuch-ispernici6us'and damnable. 
They. who ſet up'a Mint contrary to Authority; do 
not intend to put off Standard: Silver : Nor do tt 


who. counterfeit the Name- of 'the: Lord; deliver” alt 


wholſom 
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whotſom'Traths, -or. othibg/biit uſeful Inſtructions. 
Falſe Prophets are'the*Dewfſ's Englſaries: And he 
would gairinothing by the bargain; ewould neither | 
ſerv& his Deſip! "op tl Intereſt, if they only taught 
that wHichonly tended 20'true Bdification: © 
Indifftrency' for” Tyuth, 45'vanatuiral; nor can' it 
bejuſtified well, but \upon” Atheiſticeal of Fa nome 
Principles': Our very Naturg-has-an abhorrency' at 
Lyes ; and when we are impoſed'upon, we are nei- 
ther pleas 5d with qur ſelves, nor with thoſe who did . 


it. -Now/a Title Watineſ/ world pteftvenus, the » - » 


remernbring that \there: ate-Falſe Prophers' in'the 
World, i Impoſtors, -and Perſons poſſe&d'witl divers 
Dehuſions. / To Be. eaſily; is next degree. to be wik 
ling to be deluded: ' What & ſhame' is it, not to 
uſe: the Reaſor? did -Caarion” which the Marter re- 
quires? -' Heaftfonts and'/abuſes himlelf; who fuffers 
others - to \d&-it;” when lit /tmay'''bg' avoided.” How 
much out'of Counteriance were they, who! followed 
P.Warbeck; inthe Reign of King Ferry VII. after 
cheImpoſture wasUiſcovered > Bat'tobe Hedde@with 


a Faife Propher, s''of greater" conſbquenee' thats © 
be-\oheated"with-w protended' Prince." How: math ... 


do- we: commiſerate >the: ſigte"\of\ thoſe who Ate 
drawn away \ by the'Impoſturs''vf Mabomer >" And 
is\not an Impoſtor in the Weft, as bad as one in 
che Baſt > The Crime and | Danger of following 


Antonia Bourignon 1s" the fame, if >the" was not fo 


Divinely Inſpired, butthavf} poken: falely in the Nanie 
of the Lord. And who, ole fecond! thou ghts, will 
conclude that! her own | Atteltation "is! oy 
which, in a- manner, is':t{-we have for it » If both 
Pretences and confident Afertions "are! to 'go for 
good Proofs, How'mity' i ottiers witfft WE honour 


H 2 as 


See Snake in 


| See the Ac- 
count of him, 
in the Di&10- 


as Prophets and _Infpired:;Men,: who neither agree 
with Madamoiſele: Bourigpon,'1nor with one ano- 
ther 2 - She condemns [the Quakers ; and yet they, 
but eſpecially 'the Author George . Fox, lay claim 
to \ſinleſs Perfeftiony Infallibility, and an Equality 
with God, no leſs confidently than her ſelf, as has 
been clearly demonſtrated. ;Labadie. ſet up for a 
Prophet,. and. had many; Followers, and yet he de- 
ſerted her. She reprobated one Quirinus Kublman, 
who thought himſelf wonderfully Inſpired, and fo 


nary of Mon- did ſome others, | becauſe, of. his vaſt Knowledge, 
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notwithſtanding his youth ;- all the learned World 
knew nothing, in compariſon to him ; he poſleſsd 
Languages, Grammar, Rhetorick, Hiſtory, Politicks, 
Philoſophy, Mathematicks, Phyſick, Law, Divinity, 
andall Arts and Sciences in their full Perfection ; and 
which was moſt prodigious, he boaſted-the faculty 
of Infuſing them, into others, very eaſily : he pro- 
miſed” things ſurpriſingly great, and, amongſt o- 
thers, a Book; (1 know not whether ever it. was 
printed;)- under. the "Title of Corpus Corporum Univ 
verſalifſimum,,. of ; which he faid, Nullus noſtratiun 
efſet tante letionis;Philologus, Philoſophus, Medicus, 
Furiſconſultas,  Theologys, | qui denegare  auderet, quod 
innumera in.'hoc Carpore Corporum fibi ignorata non 
legiſſet nec aliquod legiſſet antea, cujus copia hic deeſſet. 
Et quamquam Corpus Corporum omnium Eruditorum di- 
Igentiam. provagaret,. tanta tamen facilitatis eſſet ut 
adoleſcentis judicis\ induſtrieque mediocris captus illud 
caperet. Many other. wonderful things he did un- 
dertake, for - which referr the Curious to the 
Book quoted in, the.-Margin. As this Man claimed 
a. Knowledge which: was. above- the greateſt effort 
of humane Means: and-Induſtry ; fo his Inſpiration 

01 was. 


rad I amuenth i Ate. tt EE as 


| ther. Rothe told her,. one Gay That hereafter he La Vie Cm- 
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was confirmed by another Prophet, one John Rothe, Vid. Seldeni 
of Amſterdam, who commonly had Converſation js Ru = 
with Angels, and with God ; which is more than woes on Kubl- 
Madamoiſelle Bourignon ever had : for I do not think 1 

that ſhe was ſeconded to the laſt, by any who pre- 

tended to- [nſpiration. ch 

Indeed, all the three did for ſome time bear mus- 

tual Teſtimony to one another ; but ambition of 

being Uppermoſt, unhappily divided Fohn» Rothe 

and Madamoiſelle Bourignon : for, like Ceſar and 
Pompey, neither of them would yield to the o- 


was to be as God to her.,. and that God would only 1", c:Xx.. 
diſcover himſelf to her ty his means. This, as one * = 997 
may eaſily.gueſs, was not pleaſing to Madamoiſelt ; 
'twas a degrading her ; 'twould have. obliged her 
to take at the ſecond hand, that which- betore. ſhe 
received from. the Source. Notwithſtanding her 
abſolute Reſignation,. like the reſt of the World, 
ſhe was unwilling. to believe, what ſhe would not 
have had true ; ſhe would not be put by ſo eaſily, 
but reſolved to. try her. ſelf, how firm her Credit 
and Intereſt ſtood -in that Court above, . or how) 
far *twas changed. Accordingly ſhe asked God, 
whether Rothe was his Prophet. It was anſwered, Not. 
Then ſhe demanded what he was: And the Re- 
ply. was, A. preſumptuous Perſon, over whom the Devil 
has great power. After this, ſhe turned away from 
him, and adviſed her Friends to .do ſo too: He 
wrote ſeveral times to. her, . whether to. convince 
her of being miſtaken in the - Revelations and In- 
ſpirations to which ſhe pretended, or whether 
*twas to. adjuſt Matters, and to reconcile” the dif- 
ference. betwixt them, no body knows ; for vr 
would 
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would never afterwards ſo much as open his Let: 
ters, and they are fill under Seal amongſt her 
Papers, at leaſt they were ſo, when Monſieur Poiret - 
wrote her Life. And becauſe his Defences or 
Penitentials are thus ſuppreſsd, we cannot paſs a 
true judgment on either ; and it muſt be a Mat: 
ter of Controverſie among(t the Diſciples of both, 
like that amongſt the Mufſelmans about Mahomet 
> Faly, which of the two was the greateſt Pro-. 
phet. 6, 

But becauſe there have been fome Falſe Prophets, 
are there therefore none True 2 Muſt Marlamoiſelle 
Bourignon be rejedted', becauſe ſotne others have 
been convicted of Forgery and Deluſion ?- - Not 


indeed for that Reafon, but for ſome better and 


more conſequential. Seeing Pretences to Divine 
Inſpiration, and high Commiſſions from God, are 
not new things, nor ſingular to Magamviſelle Boy- 
77gn0n, 1 judge it 1s but reaſonable not to be moved 
and ſhaken with others, eſpecially ſeeing, like 
the reſt, they are founded upon Pride and Self- 
conceit, have no better Proof than her own Con- 
fidence and ſtrong Afﬀertion, and are as little agree- 


able to the true and certain Standard, 1 mean, the 
Scripture. 


That this Woman belongs to the Falſe and Deluded 
Crew, is ſo evident, that to go about to prove it 
gravely and ſeriouſly, 'is a tacit reproach to the 
Senſe and Reaſon of ' this Age. But ſince it muſt 
be, I will endeavour to make it appear, by theſe 
Arguments : (19 That her Life and Figure in the 
World, are nor anſverable to her Pretentes. (2.) That 
ſhe has none of thoſe Credentials which were given 


heretofore to ſuch asreally had aCommiſſionfrom God 


ro 


to Men. ” ( 3.) That ſhe has all the Marks of Faſhood 
and Deluſion. And, (4.) That her chief and proper 
Fenets and Doctrines do reſpe& true Piety and Us 
lineſs in. this only, that they tend to deftroy then. 
And now, if I do make out theſe, as by the Grace 
of God I will, inſtead of Bleſſed Saint, Organ. of 
the Holy Ghoſt, Seed of the Woman, Reſtorer . of 
lapſed Mankind, &c. then 'twill appear, that her 
proper Names, and thoſe which fit her beft,. are, 
a Blaſphemous, Delnded Wretch ; the Inftrument of 
the Devil, to poiſon unwary Souls, and to diſturb 
the Peace of the Church. I intend alſo to treat thefe 
Matters fo, as to reach others of the ſame kidney, 
that the Narratives may anſwer the Title, and ferve. 
for a Diſcovery of all other Enthuftaſtical Impoſtors. 
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